
 
 

 
 
My Pops (Sacrifice)– detail exhibition view 1, 2011, video monitor headphones, archive from the Chicano 
Movement 1970’s, and text made out of Tito Villalobos Moreno’s ashes, dimensions variable.  
 

My Pops (Sacrifice) 2011, was shown at the Vincent Price Museum in an exhibition entitled After the 
Gold Rush: Reflections and Postscripts on the National Chicano Moratorium of August 29, 1970. In 
this installation, I included the use of my father’s own archive from his involvement in the Chicano 
Movement. I also created a text based work made out of his ashes, while repurposing film footage and 
music he composed for a B film shot in 1997, Austin Texas. The apparatus of echoes became a 
reflection on this historical moment, but also a critique of popular tropes created by institutional 
imagery like the ethnic savage and dangerous “other”.  

Progress is a New Disadvantage as a text work underlines a thread throughout all my artistic practice, 
that it is not the meaning of words, but their tasks and historical residues which become substantive. 
This liminal space is what my audience encounters. An archive reading, residue and documented 
performative gesture. Progress, was an important work solidify my continuing  

investigation of text and challenging political narratives within the dichotomy of utility vs content. 
While My Pops (Sacrifice) established a multi-dimensional allegorical narrative driven methodology 
by layering elements focusing on music, video and archives.  



 

 
 

My Pops (Sacrifice)– video still , 2011, 2:09 
 

The scene in this video is from  a cold war spy epic B movie entitled Red Boy 13.The slowed down 
video loop shows a villain in military like garb (played by my father) violently holding one of the film’s 
protagonist by the neck with a machete. Against the background of this violent scene a melodic tune 
plays that my father also composed for the title treatment of the film. 
 
The song lyrics echo during the slowed sequence “when danger is near and far I know you’ll be with 
me… I’m ready for love and you will be soon”. A disrupting humorous pathos emerges between 
image and song as the video plays. This space of cognitive disconnection was my interest in how the 
symbolic image of the violent Chicano savage was portrayed by the main stream media against the 
solemnity of political rights and self-determination being advocated for during the Chicano civil rights 
movement, which were shown in the archival documents.  
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My Pops (Sacrifice)– detail exhibition view 1, 2011, archival correspondence from the Chicano Movement 
1970’s, written by  Tito Villalobos Moreno, dimensions variable.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

My Pops (Sacrifice)– detail exhibition view 1, 2011, archival correspondence from the Chicano Movement 
1970’s, written by  Tito Villalobos Moreno, dimensions variable.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Progress is a new disadvantage- detail exhibition view, 2011, cremated ashes of Tito Villalobos Moreno,  on 
arches paper, dimensions variable.  

 
 

This text work reading "progress is a new disadvantage” taken from my father’s notes on poverty and 
labor, and was made from his cremated ashes. The text piece became a reflective moment on the 
short-comings of self-determination in a nationalist movement while viewing the body as literally 
“progress” and asking the viewer to see one’s life within the lens of phantasmatic-historical time. 

 


