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i NT. bLANK SCREEN
Mont age of everything in super speed rew nd.
TI TLE CARD: DEADLY DECI SI ONS
cut to
Ext. western countryside - DawN

A ni ce stagecoach crosses the Texas countryside. It enters
the frame fromright to left. It is being pulled by a team of
horses driven by rugged but fancy |ooking driver.

cut to
Ext. western town - Dawn

The stagecoach approaches a lively western town and passes

t hrough the main gate leading into the town. The gate is
centered in the frame. There is a sign that says "Wl cone to
Pine Moore." The stagecoach passes the bank, the barber shop,
the RANGER s office, the nmercantile store and the
undertaker's spot.

cut to
ext. Sal oon - Dawn

The stagecoach stops out front of the sal oon. THE

| NVESTI GATOR gets out. NATHAN CRCSS, A well-dressed

nort hestern cowboy in his distinguished years, holding a

bri efcase. As he approaches, he steps in horse poop. He w pes
of f his shoe on the shoe scraper and then enters the sal oon.

cut to
int. Sal oon - Day

The LAWER, THOVAS W NTERS, a nousy | ooki ng m ddl e-aged nman
wWth glasses, is waiting inside at the bar. It is lightly
filled wth [ ocal folk. The dead bartender's ASSI STANT,

M LTON ODDI TY, an odd-| ooki ng young man, is behind the bar.
When the Nat han, NATHAN CRCSS, cones close the LAWER sniffs
the air and checks his shoes for dog shit.

M LTON
What can | get you?

NATHAN
Got any scotch?

Created using Celtx



M LTON
Nope.

M LTON rubs a nmug with a rag, waiting.

NATHAN
Wi skey?
M LTON nods.
NATHAN
Neat .

M LTON pours the drink and slides it to him He pays for the
drink with a coin.

M LTON
So, what brings you to Pine Moore?
Busi ness or pleasure? This here fine
sal oon or our |ocal Madam MEl LAN can
provi de you with many of the finest
i bati ons Texas can offer.

NATHAN
Unfortunately, chap, |I'mhere on
busi ness. First and forenost, |'m
| ooking for a | awer nanmed THOVAS
W NTERS

M LTON
Well, you' ve found him

(he nods toward THOVAS)

The LAWYER chokes on his drink sitting next to himat the
bar .

Thomas
What can | help you with, M....?

NATHAN turns to THOVAS at the bar.

NATHAN
My nanme is Nathan Cross. | was hired
by the | ate owner of this fine
establishment, a JASPER SANDERS, to
investigate if he were ever to die
under nysterious circunstances.
received explicit instructions on what
to do. This letter here can show you
the date of enploynment and his
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si gnat ur e.

NATHAN pulls a letter out fromhis coat pocket and hands it
to THOVAS who | ooks it over and hands it back.

t homas
Well, it does appear what you say is
true. So you say you were hired by
JASPER SANDERS? (beat) Well... we are
having a reading of the will in the
back once all parties arrive.

NATHAN
When do you expect everyone to arrive?
THOVAS
Today By Hi gh Noon.
THOVAS checks his pocket watch it's still early.
NATHAN

Well you won't mind if | sit in for
the reading will you?

THOVAS
No. It will be fine. | can explain to
anyone that m ght object.

NATHAN
Great. So who do you think killed
JASPER SANDERS?

THOVAS
What ? Killed? Chh heaven's no, he
killed hinmself. Wth a pewter rope in
his own study. Such a shane.

NATHAN
And you believe that?

THOVAS
Wiy wouldn't |?

NATHAN
It seens |like there are severa
parties interested in this reading.
Too many for mny thinking no foul play
was invol ved and not by what JASPER
wote in his letters too.
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THOVAS
Vell, | think that's absurd.

NATHAN
Just doing ny job.

f ade out
Ext. western town - DaY

The SOLDIER arrives in town. Hi s nane is Lieutenant HARLAN
SANDERS, the brother of the dead sal oon owner, Jasper
Sanders. He's wearing his uniformand riding a horse. He
enters through the town gates passing the Bank.

cut to
ext. Sal oon - Day

HARLAN di smounts his horse, ties it up, and enters the
sal oon.

cut to
int. Sal oon - Day

The LAWER, THOVAS W NTERS recogni zes HARLAN as he enters and
greets him THOVAS waves hi m over.

HARL AN
| al ways sai d sonmeone woul d have to
die for me to want to grace your
presence, you slinmy, no good..

THOVAS cuts himoff

THOVAS
Lt. Sanders, please |let ne introduce
you t o NATHAN CROSS

HARLAN
Chh yes, Please call ne Harl an.

They shake hands
HARLAN
Not t he NATHAN CROSS? The f anpus

i nvestigator. Solved the case of the
Chupacabra of Nacogdoches?
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NATHAN
Well, | guess ny reputation does
proceed ne.

The HARLAN sniffs the air and checks his shoes for horse
poop.

HARL AN
And what brings you here?

NATHAN
Sanme as you. |'mhere for the reading
of the will. I was hired by your
brother, JASPER, in case he ever had
an acci dental death.

The sol di er | ooks Nat han up and down suspi ci ously; but
suddenly realizes Nathan is here to investigate his brother's
deat h.

HARLAN
Accidental ? | heard he hung hinsel f.

NATHAN
Well, yes that's what they have been
sayi ng around here but I'mgoing to do
my own investigation and uncover any
foul play, if there was any.

Nat han | ooks around the roomat all the parties present.

HARL AN
Well that'd good soneone has Jasper's
best interests at heart. Maybe you'l
get to the bottomof this tragedy.

NATHAN
| al ways do.
(pause)
I n due tine.

Harl an sl aps Thomas on the back, causing himto choke and
spit out his drink again.

HARLAN
| knew he didn't hang hinself! It just
ain't like him

Thomas w pes his nouth and pats his forehead.

Created using Celtx



NATHAN
You see why | have ny suspicions.
(pause)
And | see you serve the Arny?

HARLAN
Yes, |'ve been serving in the Cavalry,
but I look forward to one day

returni ng back to Kentucky and
starting nme a famly.

nat han
What's next for you?

HARLAN
Well, I'l'l return to nmy post and
finish out ny service.

NATHAN
And after that?

HARLAN
|'ve dreaned of returning to nmy famly
chicken farmin Kentucky. M brother
has been hol ding on to sonething |
think will really make all the
di fference.

NATHAN
And what's that?

HARL AN
Qur secret famly recipe for the
worl d's greatest fried chicken.

NATHAN
Sounds nout h-wat eri ng.
har | an
"1l tell ya ... It's finger-lickin

good.
THOVAS checks his pocket watch again.

THOVAS
MLTON, is the ballroomset up?

M LTON
Yes, the girls are practicing but 'l
get rid of them Soneone needs to
wat ch the bar while the reading of the
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wi Il is happening.

The LAWYER | eads the two through a door to the grand ballroom
wi th the mainstage.

cut to
int. Sal oon ballroom- Day

The TW N SALOON G RLS, HARMONY and MELODY are |eading the
practice on the mainstage with their nenagerie of sal oon
girls. There's an screen, a piano and a large original notion
picture projector. The LAWER, THOVAS W NTERS, NATHAN CROSS
and LT. HARLAN SANDERS enter the ballroom The LAWER | eads
themto a large table with a large briefcase. 5 seats on one
side and 3 seats on the other.

THOVAS
Gentlenmen, if you woul d pl ease take a
seat. Famly on this side.

THOMAS points at the side of the table for fam|ly and HARLAN
takes a seat. NATHAN and THOMAS take their place opposite of
t hem

MLTON interrupts the girls practicing and shoos themoff the
st age.

M LTON
HARMONY and MELODY. | need you up
front running things, while we have
this neeting.

nmel ody
Sure thing suga.

Har nony
What ever you say boss.

HARLAN has noticed the two beautiful girls. One of them w nks
at himwhile the other blows hima kiss. They giggle and run
of f stage together ushering the group of saloon girls out
first.

HARLAN
|"mreally starting to see what ny
brother saw in this place.

f ade out
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Ext. western countryside - Day

The BOUNTY HUNTER, a rough and tough but beautiful woman, the
ex-wi fe of the dead BARTENDER, known sinply as RAVEN, rides
into town on her horse with sonething the size of a head in a
burl ap sack bag hangi ng behind her. She enters the town

gat es.

cut to
Ext. western town - DaY

RAVEN t he BOUNTY HUNTER rides through town. The townspeople
notice as she pasts them They whisper and point. A group of
children notice, the young child runs up to her.

Child 1
Are you RAVEN t he BOUNTY HUNTER?

RAVEN wi nks as she hol ds up one finger to her lips, shhsing
the CH LD. RAVEN pulls out a gold coin and throws it to the
kid. The SCHOOL MOM sees what's happeni ng and i s not happy.

school Mom
Bet sy you get back over here right
now

The other children gather around BETSY - Child 1, admring
the coin she was just thrown.

Child 2
That's so cool ...

child 3
That's nore than ny brother saved al
summer wor ki ng on the ranch..

Betsy bites the gold coin. The school nom stares daggers at
Raven as she rides toward the ranger station.

cut to

EXT. RANGER s office - day

RAVEN t he BOUNTY HUNTER ties up her horse outside the
RANCER s office. She renoves the nysterious sack fromthe

back of the horse and enters the RANGER s offi ce.

cut to
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12

13

14

15

int. RANCER office - day 12

The RANGER, GARNETT BLACKWOOD, is sitting with his feet on
hi s desk readi ng a newspaper, not noticing as RAVEN t he
BOUNTY HUNTER enters the office. She kicks his feet off the
desk and drops the nysterious sack on the desk. He goes from
in shock, to crushing on her, to confusion.

RANGER Bl ackwood
VWhat's this?

The RANGER begins to open the sack. He sees there is a head
in the sack and recoils back

cut to
EXT. COUNTRYSI DE - N GHT 13

RAVEN t he BOUNTY HUNTER i s chasing her bounty. They are on
horse back. cutting back and forth between the two. She tries
to shoot at himfroma di stance on the horse back but m sses.
He conmes to a dead and at a fence outside a farmhouse and he
has to disnount. He ties the rope to the fence and runs
towards the farm house. RAVEN rides up after, see's his horse
tied up and she dismounts and ties up her horse. She see's
himrunning towards the farmw th a barn. she chases after
hi m

cut to

Ext. BARN - N GHT 14
THE BOUNTY runs into a barn to hide.

cut to

int. BARN - N GHT 15

The BOUNTY peeks out between cracks hiding in the barn. He
can see RAVEN approachi ng. She yells out when she gets cl ose.

RAVEN
| know you're in there,
(pause)
don't make nme cone in there.
(pause)

Your tinme of reckoning has cone. are
you ready to face it |ike a man?

(pause)
You' re gonna pay for what you did to
ny son.
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10.

THE BOUNTY recoils from peeking through the cracks of the
wall. He starts to get nervous and starts backing away from
the wall, but he accidentally trips over a rake on the ground
and falls onto a giant |ogging saw.

canera pov of bounty falling into the saw

This makes a | arge noi se and RAVEN cones rushing in guns
drawn ready for a fight. Only to see the decapti ated head and
body of the BOUNTY. She put's her pistols back in her
hol st ers.

RAVEN
Well, I'l'l be damed. |If only they had
all been this easy.

cut to
Ext. FARVHOUSE - Day

RAVEN t he BOUNTY HUNTER ties a bag with the severed head to
her horse. She nmounts the horse and rides off to collect her
bounty.

f ade out
int. RANCER office - day - CONT

RANGER Bl ackwood
| guess | should have asked who is
this?

RAVEN t he BOUNTY HUNTER sl anms a wanted poster on the desk
next. It says DEAD or ALIVE $25 reward.

RAVEN
| want ny $25 reward.

RANGER BLACKWOOD pi cks up the poster and | ooks it over. He
puts its down and | ooks at her thoughtfully.

RANGER Bl ackwood
Look, I know these guys are ultimtely
responsi ble for the death of your son.
But when will this bl oodbath end?

RAVEN
You know damm well there's only one
person |left after this. Now give ne ny
damm noney.
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11.

RANGER BLACKWOOD pul I's out a checkbook from his desk and
wites her a check for her reward. Tares it out and hands it
to her. She turns to wal k away but he calls out to her.

RANGER Bl ackwood
Look, RAVEN, there's sonething el se
you need to know.

RAVEN st ops and | ooks back.

RAVEN
What's that? You're in love with nme
and you woul d do anything for ne and
bl ah bl ah bl ah. .

RANGER BLACKWOCOD t akes a deep breath as he prepares to tel
her sonme bad news.

RANGER Bl ackwood
| don't know how else to say it. And |
hate to be the one to have to tel
you. But here goes, your ex-husband
JASPER was found dead. Apparently, he
killed hinmself. In his study with a
r ope.

RAVEN
Are you nessing with nme?

RANGER Bl ackwood
| wish | was.

RANGER BLACKWOCOD | ets this news sink in as she processes the
information, he just told her. She's in shock but for a hard
per son.

RAVEN
I'min shock. | can't believe it.

RANGER Bl ackwood

Well, you cane just in tinme. |I've sent
messages out trying to let you know.
The reading of the wll is today. Over

at the SALOON. | was about to head
over. You want to cone?

RAVEN nods yes. RANGER BLACKWOOD puts the head away in a

| arge drawer in the desk and closes it. He then puts away the
checkbook in the desk drawer and pulls down the wanted poster
for the head that now lies in his desk. He gets up and
adjusts his shirt to prepare to | eave.
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12.

RANGER Bl ackwood
Now t hat your ex is dead, do you think
you're ready to give ne a shot?

RAVEN
Not |ikely.
(pause)
Ever.

RAVEN wal ks out of the RANGER s of fice. RANGER BLACKWOOD
chases after her. He reaches back inside and grabs his hat
of f the hat stand just inside the door.

f ade out
int. Sal oon ballroom- Day 18

The ASSI STANT MIton, joins the LAWER THOVAS, the

| VESTI GATOR NATHAN and the SOLDI ER HARLAN at the table. Four
seats are still enpty. MLTON snells sonething bad in the air
and checks his shoes as he sits down.

THOVAS
Thank you for joining us, MLTON,
know t hat JASPER was |ike a father to
you. Raising you since you were a
pr et een or phan.

M LTON
Yes, I'mstill in shock that he's
gone. ..
(pause)
| still can't believe he killed
hi nsel f. ..

M|l ton seens genuinely sad that his step father is gone.

THOVAS
Yes, such a tragedy, this suicide.
There are so many here that really
cared for JASPER SANDERS

NATHAN
We are still are not sure that we can
rule out there was no foul play

i nvol ved. . ..
Thomas shifts unconfortably in his chair.
Thomas

Yes, of course, now that you're here
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13.

t he fanous investigator, NATHAN CROSS.
M LTON i s concer ned.
f ade out
ext. Sal oon - Day

RAVEN t he BOUNTY HUNTER and RANGER BLACKWOOD wal k across the
town and stop right outside of the Sal oon. The townspeopl e
poi nt and notice RAVEN. Sonme whi sper and giggle, sonme with
jealousy in their eyes.

RAVEN
JASPER never woul d have comm tted
sui ci de.

RANGER Bl ackwood
So what are you saying? What? That he
was nmurdered? You do realize | was the
one to declare it a suicide, since |
was called in after they found the
body.

RAVEN
Whatever, you're an idiot. It has to
have been sone kind of foul play.
Everyone in this town wants this bar
Especially that good for nothing Dad
of yours, the Muyor.

RAVEN enters the sal oon. RANGER Bl ackwood | ooks concer ned and

enters also. She did just insult his father. It's obvious
he's attracted to her and she wants nothing to do with him

cut to

int. Sal oon - Day

RAVEN t he BOUNTY HUNTER and RANGER BLACKWOOD enter. The
SI NG NG SALOON G RLS are behind the bar. The RANGER

approaches the bar.

RANGER Bl ackwood
G ve ne a beer, and..

He turns to RAVEN t he BOUNTY HUNTER

RAVEN
Tequi l a. Straight up.
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14.

The SI NG NG SALOON G RLS pass off their drinks as the MADAME,
MEI LAN intercepts them

MEI LAN
Vll, if it isn't JASPERS s ex-wife
turned bounty hunter, RAVEN
(pause)
Still failing at bringing justice to

your dead son?

RAVEN
Only one left. Too bad it's not you..

RAVEN t he BOUNTY HUNTER taunts grabbing her pistol and taps
on the hilt of the gun.

MEI LAN
Two can play that gane.

The MADAME nods to the MELODY and HARMONY the SI NG NG SALOON
G RLS and they both pull out excessively |large guns and poi nt
t hem at RAVEN t he BOUNTY HUNTER from behi nd the bar.

Everyone and everything in the bar stops. As the showdown is
about to begin.....

RANGER Bl ackwood
Ohh pl ease enough with the pissing
cont est.

The RANGER waves them off and everyone | owers their weapons.

The MADAME still stands strong with a smrk.
RANGER Bl ackwood
Mei .
MEl LAN
Garret.
MEI LAN

Let's get this over with. If you would
bot h, please follow ne. The readi ng of
the will is in the back.

They each | eave a coin and grab their drinks. The MADAME

| eads the RANCER and the BOUNTY HUNTER to the ballroom

Mel ody and Harnony return to entertaining the guests at the
bar. And the rest of the bar continues.

cut to
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22

15.

int. Sal oon ballroom- Day 21

MEI LAN, RANGER BLACKWOOD and RAVEN the BOUNTY HUNTER j oi n
the table in the ballroomwi th the NATHAN CRCSS, M LTON,
THOVAS, and HARLAN.

THOVAS
Thank you all for comng. Family on
that side of the table.

THOVAS points at the side of the table. They each sniff the
air and check their shoes as they sit down. One seat renains

enpty.

THOVAS
Only waiting for one nore?

HARLAN
Isn't this all of the famly?

t homas
| prom sed MAYOR BLACKWOOD t hat he
coul d be present at the reading.

THE RANGER chokes on his drink at the nmention of his father.
The LAWYER checks his pocket watch. Raven | ooks around the
roomat everyone. Nathan is witing in a snmall book as if
he's not paying attention to anyone.

f ade out
Ext. western town - DaY 22

The BI G BAD, the mayor of the town, HARRI SI ON BLACKWOOD,

wal ks through town. The townspeople scatter and scurry away
as he crosses their path. He blazes through town arrogantly.
A sheepi sh townsman approaches the mayor with his hat in his
hands.

t ownsper son
Mayor Bl ackwood, sir. | don't think
can conme up with all the tax noney,
this season

Mayor BLACKWOOD
Well, then i'll just have to take
anot her percent of your crop.

t ownsper son

But M. Blackwood sir. |I'mdown to ny
| ast shares. You already took all the
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16.

rest.
Mayor BLACKWOOD

The dusty main street bustles with activity under the
scorching sun. The townsfol k go about their business as the
MAYOR, a stern and inposing figure, strolls purposefully
towards the SALOON at the end of the street. Hi s presence

sends a wave of unease through the crowd, and people quickly
scatter.

TOMSPERSON 1
(nervously)
Mayor's comn'. Scatter

As the townsfol k di sperse, a SHEEPI SH GUY, JOHN, a thin and
downt rodden man with a worri ed expression, approaches the
MAYOCR with his hat in his hands.

JOHN:
(stuttering)
Mayor... |, uh, | been neanin' to talk
to ya 'bout sonethin'.

Mayor BLACKWOOD
(steely gaze)
John, you best make it quick. | ain't
got time for idle chatter.

John gl ances around nervously, his hat trenbling in his
hands.

JOHN
(hesi tant)
Vll, sir, it's "bout themtaxes. | been strugglin', ya see,

and | can't rightly pay "emall this nonth.

The MAYOR s expression darkens, and he leans in closer, his
voi ce | ow and nenaci ng.

Mayor BLACKWOOD
(whi speri ng)
John, you know the rules in this town.
Taxes are due when they're due, no
exceptions. |'ve been nore than
patient with folks |ike you.

John swal | ows hard, beads of sweat form ng on his forehead.
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17.

JOHN
(nervous)
| know, Mayor, | do. It's just tines
have been tough, crops ain't been
good, and ny fam|ly-

MAYOR

(interrupting, stern)
Your famly's troubles ain't ny
concern. What's owed to nme is ny
concern. You got two choices, John
You pay up by the end of the week, in
full, or you find yourself and your
famly out of this town.

John's eyes wi den, and he nods quickly.

JOHN
(pani cked)
Yes, Mayor, 1'll find a way. |
prom se.

The MAYOR gi ves John a final hard stare before continuing his
march toward the SALOON, |eaving John trenbling in his wake.

Mayor BLACKWOOD
(authoritative)
See that you do, John. I'Ill be
wat chi n' .

John watches the MAYOR s retreating figure, fear etched on
his face, know ng he has a daunting task ahead of himto neet
t he MAYOCR s denands.

cut to

ext. Sal oon - Day

Bl G BAD, MAYCOR BLACKWOOD wal ks up the steps. The saloon girls
wave and open the door for himas he enters. They relax after
he' s gone.

cut to

int. Sal oon - Day

MAYOR BLACKWOOD wal ks into the sal oon and stops just inside

t he swi ngi ng doors. Everyone in the sal oon stops and | ooks
over, the nusic stops. He | ooks everybody over.
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18.

Mayor BLACKWOOD
Mel ody give ne the usual

The nusic restarts and they all resune what they were doing.
She slides himhis drink across the bar.

Har nony
They're all waiting for you in the
back in the Ballroom

He drinks his whole drink in one chug and slans it on the
counter. Melody is ready with his second one as Harnony
removes the enpty glass. He smles picks it up and heads to
t he back room People scurry out of his way as he wal ks
through to the ballroom

cut to
int. Sal oon ballroom- Day

MAYOR BLACKWOOD joins the table. He sits in the |ast enpty
seat .

Mayor BLACKWOCOD
Hel | o, GARETT. Ladies and Gentl enen.

RANGER Bl ackwood
Fat her .

MAYOR BLACKWOOD | ooks around the room and realizes he doesn't
recogni ze NATHAN CROSS.

Mayor BLACKWOOD
Now who may | ask that you are?

NATHAN
My apol ogi es, MAYOR BLACKWOOD, ny nane
is NATHAN CROSS. |'m a private Nathan.

Mayor BLACKWOOD
Not the NATHAN CROSS?

NATHAN
Unfortunately | do have a reputation
for ny past dealings.

Mayor BLACKWOOD

And who hired you today to
i nvesti gate?
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NATHAN
| was hired a few nonths ago by JASPER
SANDERS to | ook after his affairs in
case anything was to ever happen to
hi m
(pause)
unexpect edl y.

Mayor BLACKWOOD
Sounds |i ke the nman was paranoi d.

NATHAN
Well | ook where we are now. was he
really?
(pause)

Truly he hired me for her.
(Pointing at raven)

raven
Me?

NATHAN
He wanted to make sure your best
interests were taken care of.

raven
M ne?

Mayor BLACKWOOD
Fasci nati ng.

19.

Now a full table, everyone one sits across fromthe LAWER
Nat han and t he RANGER

THOVAS
Mayor thank you for joining. Now that
we are all here, | can begin with the

reading of the will.

THOMAS opens his briefcase and pulls out a seal ed envel ope.

He uses a letter opener to open it and then reads it out

| oud.

THOVAS

"I the JASPER SANDERS being in sound
body and m nd do hereby direct that My
Brother Harlan will get the famly
reci pe, and the rest of nmy assets both
liquid and otherwise | leave in their
entirety to ny adopted son, MLTON He
shoul d mai ntain ny partnerships with
GARRETT BLACKWOOD and MElI LAN. Signed
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20.

and notari zed JASPER SANDERS. W©March
12, 1902."

A wave of relief washes over MLTON. The rest of the group
begin to protest and argue. NATHAN CROSS raises his hand to
silence the crowd.

NATHAN
Now that is out of the way. Let ne
begin. Ladies and gentlenen, like |I've

said before ny nane i s NATHAN CRCSS,
ama private Investigator and |ike
sonme of you just heard, | was hired by
JASPER SANDERS a few nont hs ago.

NATHAN pauses and lets this information sink in.

NATHAN
Sonme of you have already nentioned
you' ve heard of ny exploits. Like the
Chupacabra of Nacogdoches.

M LTON
The ki dnapped child of the Mexican
general .
NATHAN
Yes.
raven
The poisoning of the well in Tol edo.
naTHAN

Yes. The point is, JASPER was worried
t hat soneone was going to try and kil
him So he sent ne a docier on
everyone he thought had a noti ve.

The Nat han puts the briefcase on the table. He opens it and
pul Il s out several brown envel opes with each person's nane on
it. He lays out one that says MEl LAN, RANGER BLACKWOOD
MAYOR BLACKWOOD, M LTON, and one nore without a name. He then
pulls out the letter fromthe Bartender and reads it.

NATHAN
"Dear M. Cross, | hope this letter
finds you well. My nane is Jasper

Sanders and | work as a bartender at
t he saloon in town of Pine More,
Texas. | have reason to believe
soneone is trying to kill me. There
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have been sone strange incidents, and
| don't feel safe. | would Iike to
hire you to investigate if sonething
were to happen to nme unexpectedly and
furthernore, to please nake sure ny
ex-wi fe RAVEN i s taken care of. Best
Regards, Jasper Sanders. Jan 11, 1903.

NATHAN
To me, this letter, doesn't sound |ike
soneone that was sui ci dal
(pause)
So, all of you wouldn't mnd staying
in town while | investigate JASPER s
sudden death. WIIl you..!

Thomas
But the will just stated MIton would
get everything...

NATHAN
But what you didn't notice was that ny
|l etter was signed and dated Jan. 11
1903 while your letter was signed and
dated March 12, 1902.

21.

This information has caused the | awer to be at a | oss for
words and he slunps back in his chair.

CUT TO

(NATHAN | ooks around the room
So, let's go ahead a get things
started.

int. Sal oon ballroom- Day

M LTON sits al one under a spotlight on the stage.

Separ at ed

fromthe group at the table across the room NATHAN sits
across fromhiminterrogating him

NATHAN
Let's start at the beginning. How did
you become an or phan?

M LTON
My parents died of yellow fever when i
was 12. | had to fend for nyself. |
was stealing scraps at night while
everyone was asleep and sleeping in
the stables during the day.
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22.

NATHAN
G On.

MIlton
Thi s was how JASPER found ne one day.
| hadn't hidden nyself enough that
day. He had al ready grown suspi ci ous
of me, noticing things m ssing.

NATHAN
.

MIlton

| didn't know about his dead son. Not
until years later..

(pause)
But when he found ne, | was for sure
thinking I was going to get a |icking,
but instead, what'd he do? He wel conmed
me into his hone. Raised ne |ike one
of his own.

NATHAN
And how | ong ago was that?
M LTON
10 years.
NATHAN
So that makes you 22 years ol d?
M LTON
Yes.
NATHAN
Did you expect JASPER to | eave you the
bar ?

M|l ton | ooks around sadly and thoughtfuly

cut to

FLASHBACK - | NT. STUDY. - N GHT

JASPER is sitting down behind his desk when there's a knock
at the door. The desk is nessy and cluttered but sonmehow

orgai ni zed in JASPER s head.

] asper
Come in.
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23.

M LTON enters the room

M LTON
| got your note.

Mlton holds up the note and the note say's "I'm Sorry"
j asper

MIlton, my boy, please cone sit down
and talk with me.

M LTON sits down across the desk fromhim He's going to give
hi m some hard advi ce. JASPER giving hima heart to heart.

j asper
| know you're not ny true kin. But
|'ve always raised you |ike you were
one of ny own.

M LTON
Yes.
] asper
And | was never too hard on you. Never
beat you.
M LTON
Yes, sir.
j asper

Ever since before the Railroad deci ded
to make Pine Moore its own stop, and

t he mayor has been buying up all the
property in town. Everyone has been
selling out and noving west but |'ve
held on to ny piece, this bar.

M LTON
Yes, sir.

] asper
| built this bar fromthe ground up
You need to go out there and find your
own thing, your own destiny. Create
sonet hing of yourself, follow your
dreanms. |If my dead son, JJ was alive

today. | would tell himthe sane
t hi ng.

M LTON
What ?
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] asper
Normally | wouldn't give the bar to
anyone. It's ny life's work. | know

|"ve always said you woul d get the bar
after | died, but | decided if | were
to give the bar to soneone, | would
want to give it to the person who
needs it the nost, and expected it the

| east. But don't worry I'Il give you
two nonths pay, in severance, when the
time cones. It'll be up to you to

convince themto let you stay on and
keep running the place.

mlton
Why woul d you | eave the bar to soneone
el se and not ne?

] asper
| have ny reasons.

cut BACK to
28 int. Saloon ballroom- Day - cont -33

M LTON
| was always told that JASPER woul d
one day | eave ne the bar. HE and Ml
LAN had al ways planned to get a farm
and settle down away fromthe bar and
the night life.

NATHAN
A farm you say.

NATHAN t akes a note.

NATHAN
Did JASPER seem suicidal to you?
M LTON
Vell, he's been really stressed out

and had been acting strange.

NATHAN
Strange? How So?

M LTON
He' s been mani c and del usional. Al ways
daydream ng. | think those noving

pi ctures had rotten his brain. He was
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never the sanme once the first one cane
to town. The man played it for himin
the ballroomand | thought his head
was goi ng to expl ode.

NATHAN
Anyt hi ng el se you can think of?

MIlton
It caused himand MEl LAN to grow
di stant. Maybe he was depressed about
t hat ?

NATHAN
Di st ant ? How so0?

mlton
Everyt hi ng here was no | onger
interesting to him

NATHAN
How so0?

M LTON
The only thing he cared about were
t hose stupid noving pictures.

NATHAN
So you think this was an unheal t hy
obsessi on he was having wth these
notion pictures?

mlton
Absol utely, he watched on so many
ti mes over and over again it caught on
fire and al nost burned down the whol e
sal oon.

NATHAN
| nteresting. ..
(pause)
Well is there anything el se you think
| shoul d know?

mlton
Not that | can think of.

NATHAN
. | see. Well, thank you for talking
to ne.
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CUT TO
int. Sal oon ballroom- Day

MEI LAN now sits in the interrogation chair w th NATHAN
across from her.

NATHAN

How | ong have you worked here?
MEI LAN

15 years.
NATHAN

How | ong has your arrangenent with
JASPER been, nore than, well, strictly
busi ness.

MElI LAN
15 years.

NATHAN
How did it begin?

MEI LAN
| stepped in the saloon with ny
guardian at the time. JASPER noti ced
me right away. | think | was the first
person |ike nme he had ever seen. He
was easily nesnerized by ny charm and
gei sha training.

NATHAN
A gaurdi an?
MEI LAN
Yes, | had been sold to a wealthy

anerican railroad planner. He brought
me here on his scout of the city.

NATHAN
Go on.

MEI LAN
My guardi an drank too nuch, boasted
too nuch, and by the end of it all,
lost nme in a gane of chance to JASPER

NATHAN
VWhat | uck.
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CUT TO

MEI LAN
JASPER freed nme but suddenly needed to
find something for ne to do. | told

hi m about mny gei sha training and
that's when we decided to open the
Hot el upstairs. JASPER expanded with
ny help. That's why | deserved

sonet hing. This has been truly unfair.

NATHAN
Wiy is it unfair?

MEI LAN
JASPER al ways prom sed ne that he and
| would | eave this place and settle
down on our very own farm

NATHAN
You, on a farnf

MEI LAN
This girl has al ways dreamed of sone
al one tine.

NATHAN
Wul d you say you and JASPER had
becone di stant?

MEI LAN
Definately not, he and | were as cl ose
as ever.

NATHAN
Do you think he had been acting
strangl ey? Anythi ng unusual ?

MEI LAN
Not hing I can think of.

NATHAN
What do you think about the noving
pi ctures?

MEI LAN
They bring payi ng custoners in.

NATHAN
Well, MEl LAN thank you for your tine.

Created using Celtx

27.



30

31

32

28.

int. Sal oon ballroom- Day 30

RANGER BLACKWOCD sits in the interrogation seat with NATHAN
CRCSS across from him

NATHAN
What can you tell nme about the crine
scene?
cut to
int. bARTENDER s study - norning 31

RANGER BLACKWOOD stands in the study | ooking for clues. A
body is covered with a white sheet. A rope hangs fromthe
ceiling. A candlestick without a candle sits on the desk. A
hal f a piece of paper with a note that only says "lI'msorry."
sits on the desk. Everything is pretty clean and in order.

RANGER Bl ackwood
Well, | guess it look's |ike a suicide
to nme?

deputy
Yes sir. Nothing to point otherw se?

RANGER Bl ackwood
Except anyone who knew the man woul d
have never thought he was sui cidal.

deputy
| s there anything el se boss?

RANGER BLACKWOOD | ooks around the place one |ast tine hoping
to find sone kind of clue but he get's doesn't try to hard
and shrugs its off.

RANGER Bl ackwood
No, just get the undertaker in here so
he can take care of this body.

f ade out
int. Saloon ballroom- Day - CONT 32

RANGER Bl ackwood
Crime scene you nean suicide?

NATHAN
Ok, what can you tell me about where
the incident took place? Were the
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body of JASPER SANDERS was found?

RANGER Bl ackwood
Well he was hanging froma rope in his
study. And there was a note on is
desk.

NATHAN
What did the note say?

RANGER Bl ackwood
It sinply read, "I'msorry?"

NATHAN
And where is this note?

RANGER Bl ackwood
Its back at the station. You can come
by and take a gander whenever you
want .

NATHAN
Was there anything out of the
ordinary? Spilled drinks, scattered
papers, anything you can recall?

RANGER Bl ackwood
No, everything was extrenely neat and
in order.

NATHAN t akes a note.

NATHAN
How | ong have you been a RANGER of
this town?

RANGER Bl ackwood
Well | started as a deputy and wor ked
my up. But | joined the station about
15 years ago.

NATHAN
And how | ong have you known JASPER
SANDERS?

RANGER Bl ackwood
VWll, let's say about 12 years. It was
after his son died and he sold his
farm He started this sal oon when it
was only a closet with a bar.
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RANGER Bl ackwood
As he grew, his troubles grew and
thats when we can up with our
arrangenent .

NATHAN
What sort of arrangenent?

RANGER Bl ackwood
Well, after the second tinme, the |ocal
horse gang robbed him He asked ne to
hel p protect himso sonething |ike
this couldn't ever happen again.

NATHAN
And what did you get for these
protective services?

RANGER Bl ackwood
VWell, a 5% share in the bar

NATHAN
| see. And this was an ani cabl e
rel ati onshi p? Not extortion?

RANGER Bl ackwood
Absol ut el y ambi | ocal .

NATHAN
Thank you RANGER, for answering ny
guestions, as soon as | can |I'll cone

by and check out that note you found.

RANGER Bl ackwood
Geat. Can't wait.

Ranger Bl ackwood gets up fromhis seat.
CUT TO

int. Saloon ballroom- Day

30.

HARLAN SANDARS is sitting in the interrogation chair across

from NATHAN CROSS.
NATHAN
What's your nane and relation to the
deceased?

HARL AN
My Name is Lieutenant HARLAN SANDERS.
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(pause)
JASPER was ny younger br ot her.

NATHAN
When was the last tinme you saw JASPER?

Harl an | eans back in his chair to think

HARLAN
It's been al nost 10 years.
(pause)
It was a few years after his son past
away and few years after he had opened
the bar. After that I went off and
j oi ned the Cal vary.

NATHAN
So you haven't seen him since?

HARL AN
No, but we've been correspondi ng
through letters and tel egrans ever
since. He been saying in his letters
that he was doing well.

NATHAN
Are you still active in the army?
HARL AN
Yes. I've put in 19 years. | only have

1 nore year to finish out ny service
before | can retire and return honme to
Kent ucky.

NATHAN
What were you hoping to gain by com ng
here today?

HARLAN
Well, you see ny brother has a copy of
our famly recipe and | need it for
when | retire and go hone to the
famly chicken farmin Kentucky.

Nat han cocks his head in thought.

NATHAN
So. you hope to get the famly recipe?

HARL AN
Yes, HARLAN al ways knew about ny pl an.
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32.

He was keeping it safe for nme while |
was away on duty.

NATHAN
Do you think your brother was
sui ci dal ?

HARLAN

No. He was so excited about noving
pictures. It's all he wote about in
his |latest letters.

NATHAN
Movi ng pictures you say. ..
HARLAN
It was his new obsessi on.
NATHAN
Real | y.
HARLAN
| think he wanted to | earn how to neke
hi s own.
NATHAN

Anyt hing el se out of the ordinary?

HARL AN
There's nothing else | can think of.
But | sure do hope you get to the
bottom of this.
(whi spers)
Because like you I think it was one of
t hem

Harl an points at the table across the room
NATHAN
Thank you for your tine, Lieutenant
SANDERS.
They stand and shake hands.
CUT TO

int. Sal oon ballroom- Day

RAVEN t he BOUNTY HUNTER now sits in the interrogation chair
across from NATHAN CROSS.
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NATHAN
Can you tell me about your
relati onship with JASPER?

RAVEN
We neet in a small Kentucky town
gr owi ng up.

(pause)
He was the son of a well to do chicken
farmer.

(pause)
W immediately fell in love with each

other and a year later we were
marri ed. JASPER dreaned of having his
own farmand that's how we ended up in
TEXAS. Everything was al nost perfect.
(pause)
But our son was di agnosed with polio.
Life becane a struggle. Little JJ
needed his special nedicine and when
the | ocal Cowboys robbed the train
carrying the medical supplies, we
didn't get the nedicine in tinme and we
lost little JJ.

RAVEN stares off into the distance as her eyes swell and she
hol ds back a tear.

Raven
Ever since then |'ve been on a quest
for vengeance. Hunting down every
Cowboy responsi bl e.

NATHAN
Did you catch themall ?

RAVEN
Al'l of them except the informant that
is ultimately responsible.

NATHAN
And what will you do once you've
gotten themall?

RAVEN
| really hadn't thought about it ruch.
| wasn't sure |'d be able to even do
it.

NATHAN
When was the |ast tinme you saw JASPER?
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RAVEN
It was right before the date of the
letter you just read. | stopped in
right after the new year. | had passed
thru town collecting the bounty for
THE BOUNTY and wanted himto know how
close | was to finally bringing
justice to ny little JJ.

NATHAN
Do you think JASPER was depressed or
sui ci dal ?

RAVEN
For years he was a shell of a man.
After JJ died, |I left on ny quest so,

he was broken. He sold the farm
bought this bar, and | think maybe his
original idea was he could drown his
sorrows. That's why I'd check in on
his fromtinme to tinme. He had adopted
M LTON and had his saloon girls. It
was quite the dysfunctional famly.
But they seened happy for a tine.
(pause)
It will have been 15 years since JJ
died this spring. JASPER and | have
both Iived another |ife each since
t hem
(pause)
But ever since JASPER saw his first
novi ng picture a new spark of life was
now glinmering in his eye. He was
mesneri zed. | honestly don't think he
woul d have killed hinself. Not now,
not after everything he's endured.

NATHAN
I nteresting, these notion pictures
keep com ng up.

NATHAN t akes a not e.

CUT TO

NATHAN
RAVEN | appreciate your tinme and w sh
you well on your hunt.

raven
| think we're just about there.
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35 int. Sal oon ballroom- Day 35

MAYOR BLACKWOOD now sits in the interrogation chair across
from t he Nat han NATHAN CROSS

NATHAN
How | ong have you been the mayor of
Pi ne Moore?

Mayor BLACKWOCD
This is ny 5th term going on 17 years
now. Pretty much since she was founded
by us original settlers.

nat han
How | ong have you known JASPER
SANDERS?

Mayor BLACKWOOD
Ch gosh, 1'd say over 12 years now. |
was here when he first canme and
pur chased the sal oon.

nat han
| heard you had a lot to do with the
new railroad stop. is that true?

Mayor BLACKWOOD
Yes, |'ve been petitioning the
governor for over 15 years trying to
put this town on the map.

NATHAN
That's a | ot of dedication.

Mayor BLACKWOCOD
They finally |istened.

NATHAN
And how nuch property do you now own?

Mayor BLACKWOOD
The whol e downt own strip.
(pause)
Except for the sal oon.

NATHAN
So is that why you're here?

Mayor BLACKWOOD
Yes, | was hoping | could nake the new
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owner an offer they couldn't refuse.

NATHAN
Because JASPER woul d never sell you
t he bar?

Mayor BLACKWOOD
Well, | definitely tried.

NATHAN
What's your plan if you do buy the
sal oon?

Mayor BLACKWOOD
| want to tear it down and rebuild a
casi no.

NATHAN
Real ly, that would be quite a | ot of
wor K.

Mayor BLACKWOOD

Vell, I've always believed in this
town and I'mwilling to put in that
wor K.

NATHAN

When was the |last tinme you saw JASPER?

Mayor BLACKWOOD
The ni ght before he was found dead.
t hi nk everyone in town saw JASPER t hat
night. It was quite the party.

NATHAN
Do you think he was suicidal?

Mayor BLACKWOOD
He seened perfectly fine to ne.
St ubborn as al ways.

NATHAN
Way do you think he wouldn't sell his
property to you?

Mayor BLACKWOOD
| think it was his pride, since he put
so nmuch tinme into building this up. It
woul dn't let himsee the future that
was com ng whether he liked it or not.
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NATHAN
Wul d you say you and JASEPR were not
friendly and actual |y despi sed each
ot her ?

Mayor BLACKWOCOD
W were not friends. But we were not
eneni es.

NATHAN
You don't think it's suspicious that
you're here to try buy the bar now
that he's dead?

Mayor BLACKWOOD
Are you saying you think I killed
JASPER sanders?
(pause)
That' s absurd.

NATHAN
What's absurd, is your |ack of
enpat hy. Thank you, MAYOR BLACKWOOD
for your tine.
CUT TO
36 int. Sal oon ballroom- Day

Everyone is sitting around |ike at the reading of the will.

NATHAN
k. Everyone, please do not |eave
town. This is still an open
investigation. Isn't that right

RANGER?

RANGER Bl ackwood
(Looks around.)
Um .. Yes, that's right.
(nore confidently)
Until we get to the bottomof this
everyone needs to stay put.

NATHAN | eans over to the LAWER
NATHAN
|"mgoing to need to gather sone nore
i nformati on.

RAVEN t he BOUNTY HUNTER stands up and shoots the LAWER dead
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to the surprise of everyone.
cut to
ext. canpsite - FLASHBACK 37

RAVEN t he BOUNTY HUNTER sits at a canpfire with a cowboy t hat
doesn't realize he is her bounty. They are sharing a neal
together. Both hold bow s and spoons. BOUNTY has been
boasti ng about how they robbed a train. RAVEN sits |istening
intently Iike a | ove-struck teenager.

BOUNTY
... So we left everyone else tied up
and took off with the loot. It was a
pretty good score. Well, | nean the
medi cine was hard to sell, and | think
a lot spoiled before we could ever
sell it all. But in the end, we cane
out great.

raven

Ww, | really can't believe |'m
sitting here wwth one of the actual
robbers of the Javalina Run Train
Robbery. | have so many questions
like... Where did you get your tip
fron? What's it like to rob a train?

Acting like a total fan girl.

BOUNTY
We get tips fromall kinds of places.
You al ways got to be on the | ookout
for a good tip.

Talking like he's talking to a rookie recruit that he
supports.

BOUNTY
But this particular tinme we had an
i nside scoop. This |awer named THOVAS
W NTERS gave us everything. Tines,
maps, itineraries, even a copy of the
mani fest. We knew what we wanted and
that's what we got.

He leans in like he's winning this girl over and he's going
to make his nove. Right before he fully goes for it a pistol
appears between them RAVEN holding it. Her flirty girl
attitude di sappears, and the rugged bounty hunter energes.
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RAVEN
And you're sure he was a LAWER, and
hi s name was THOVAS W NTERS?

BOUNTY is in shock but realizes quickly that he's got a gun
in his face.

BOUNTY
Yes, like | said THOVAS W NTERS. .. why
do you care so rnuch?

RAVEN
You know t hat nedi ci ne you casually
menti oned... Yeah ny son needed that

medi ci ne and he di ed because you
asshol es robbed that train.

BOUNTY realizes who she i s now.

BOUNTY
Wait a second, you' re not RAVEN
SANDERS are you?

RAVEN
lt's . Just . RAVEN .

BOUNTY
Yeah |'ve heard of you. Hunting down
all the nenbers of ny old gang..

He | ooks down at his bow defeated. RAVEN smles. She knows
she has himdead to rights. Suddenly he throws it at her
face, knocking the gun out of her hand. He runs and gets on
his horse and rides off. RAVEN scranbles to grab the gun and
rides after him

cut to
int. Sal oon ballroom- Day - CONT

The LAWER falls out of his chair dead. Everyone in the room
reacts to the sudden execution.

RANGER Bl ackwood
What the hell are you doi ng?

RAVEN sl aps down anot her wanted poster. Wth a question mark
for a face.

RAVEN
The | ast nmenber of the gang told ne
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the nane of their informant. And guess
who it was, none other than our very
own | awyer, THOVAS W NTERS.

RAVEN spits on the dead body of the LAWER

RAVEN
Now I'mfinally free..

RANGER Bl ackwood

VWll, 1'll be damed..

NATHAN
Like | said. No one | eave town.
Di sm ssed.

mlton

Let me get the girls to clean this up
fade out
TI TLE CARD: PART TWD
f ade out
int. study - day

NATHAN CRCSS stands in the STUDY with MLTON. Everything is
the sanme since the body was cleared. NATHAN starts to | ook
around.

M LTON
|'ve haven't been able to cone in here
si nce.

NATHAN pi cks up the candl estick and takes a close look at it.
M LTON flinches. NATHAN puts the candl estick back and keeps
| ooki ng. MLTON rel axes slightly.

mlton
| can't be here anynore |'m sorry.
Look around as |ong as you need to.

M LTON | eaves NATHAN al one in the STUDY. Now that he is gone,
NATHAN goes to books on the wall. He starts | ooking for one
specific book. His finger stops on the spine of "Meditations"
by Marcus Aurelius.

NATHAN

The note said to |l ook inside this
book.
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(pause)

He wote, "The Obstacle is the Way."
(pause)

Such a stoic.

He pulls to book out. Opens it to reveal its holl owed out and
a seal ed docunent is inside with a note on top.

NATHAN
Found you.

NATHAN puts the envel ope in his pocket and reads the note.
fade out
Ext. Church - DAY

The wooden doors of the quaint Western church swi ng open, and
NATHAN CRCSS, a seasoned | NVESTI GATOR with a determ ned
deneanor, steps inside. The sun filters through the stained-
gl ass wi ndows, casting colorful patterns on the dusty wooden
fl oor.

int. Church - Day

I nside, a small group of CHI LDREN, |ed by the SCHOOL MOM
sits attentively in the front pews, absorbed in their |esson.
The SCHOOL MOMis a kind-hearted, m ddl e-aged woman with a
nurturing presence.

SCHOOL MOM
(smling warmy)
Alright, children, that's all for
today. Don't forget your homework on
mul tiplication tables.

The children start gathering their books and bel ongi ngs,
chattering with excitenent as the | esson concl udes. Nathan
approaches the SCHOOL MOM tipping his hat.

NATHAN CROSS
Ma'am | hope | ain't disturbin' the
youngi ns' educati on.

SCHOOL MOM
(ki ndl y)
Not at all, mster. How can | help you

t oday?

Nat han's eyes scan the room lingering on the young faces.
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NATHAN CROSS
|"m | ookin" for information about a
man named Jasper Sanders. Owned the
sal oon in town.

SCHOOL MOM
(t hought ful)
Jasper Sanders, you say? Well, | don't
frequent the sal oon nuch, you see. |
try to keep the children away from
such pl aces.

Nat han nods, respecting her val ues.

NATHAN CROSS
| understand, ma'am But anythin' you
m ght' ve heard or know about himcould
be of help.

The SCHOOL MOM considers for a nonent, her expression kind
but unsure.

SCHOOL MOM
| can't rightly say | knew nuch about
him Jasper kept to his own, and | to
m ne. Besides, nmy focus has al ways
been these little ones.

NATHAN CROSS
(appreciative)
That's commendabl e, ma' am But you
see, Jasper's passed on under
mysterious circunstances. It's
i mportant to gather as nmuch as | can
about him

The SCHOOL MOM s expression softens wi th synpat hy.
SCHOOL MOM
| wish | could be of nore help, but I

just don't know nmuch about his
affairs.

SCHOOL MOM begi ns to gat her her bel ongi ngs.
SCHOOL MOM
If you'll excuse ne, | need to get
t hese chil dren back hone.

Nat han tips his hat once nore as the SCHOCL MOM | eaves the
church ushering the children out ahead of her. As the doors
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swi ng cl osed behi nd her,

Ameri can

Nat han and the REVEREND nove to sit down in the pews,
afternoon |ight bathing the church in a warm gl ow.

figure, enters.

REVEREND
(gentle)
Good day, M. Cross. How can | assi st
you?

int. Church - Day - Cont'd

NATHAN CRCSS sits in the pews of the church with the

PREACHER

NATHAN
Thank you for speaking with ne,
pr eacher.

PREACHER
No problem ny child.

NATHAN
| was hoping you could tell ne about
JASPER SANDERS. It's al ways been know
t hat PREACHERS know everyt hi ng t hat
goes on in a town.

PREACHER
He was a sinple man. He wasn't one to
come to the church nmuch. Not since his
son died. He kind of lost faith. Wll,
at least for awhile.

NATHAN
You don't say? What do you think
caused this change?

PREACHER
JASPER cane by just |ast week for
conf essi on.

NATHAN
Can you tell me what he confessed?

PREACHER
Ch no, only he and God will ever know
what was sai d.
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NATHAN
But woul d you have suspected he was
sui cidal ? Was he crying out for hel p?

PREACHER
Not at all. It seened he was
invigorated with life. Sounded |ike he
was maki ng bi g changes.

NATHAN
Anyt hing el se you can tell ne?
PREACHER
He had a fresh shave that day. Maybe
the barber will be able to help you

nore. You know | ots of people get
chatty with the barber.

NATHAN
Thank you, PREACHER, that sounds I|ike
an excel |l ent i dea.

pr eacher
Go with God.

NATHAN gets up and exits the church
f ade out
int. barber shop - day

The interior of the small, dimy |lit WESTERN BARBER SHOP i s
adorned with faded phot ographs and shelves |lined with various
tonics and razors. A |one BARBER, skilled but rough around
the edges, is at work. He's also the town's DENTI ST, as
suggested by the dental chair in the corner.

NATHAN CRGCSS, the | NVESTI GATOR, steps inside, a determ ned
expression on his face. The sound of clippers and the
I ingering scent of shaving soap fill the air.

NATHAN CROSS

(politely)
Good day, sir.

The BARBER gl ances up fromhis work, revealing a tooth
extraction in progress. A CUSTOMER w nces as the BARBER
deftly renoves a GOLD BACK TOOTH.
BARBER
Be with ya in just a mnute.
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The Barber holds the tooth up to the light.

The CUSTOMER stands fromthe chair with a pai ned expression
on his face, and his hand to his jaw

cust omer
(rmunbl es through the pain)
Thank you.

The Barber pockets the tooth in his vest as the custoner
| eaves the shop.

BARBER

(gruffly)
Howdy. Take a seat.

Nat han settles into the well-worn barber's chair, the |eather
creaki ng beneath him The BARBER grabs a hot towel and begins
preparing for a shave.

BARBER
(curious)
What brings you here, stranger?

NATHAN CROSS
(1 eani ng back)
| ' ve been askin' 'round town about a
man named Jasper Sanders. Ran the
sal oon.

The BARBER, focused on his work, continues to prepare the
shave.

BARBER
Jasper, huh? What's it to ya?

Nat han wat ches as the BARBER deftly heats the shaving cream
and begins applying it to his face.

NATHAN CROSS
(casual)
Just tryin' to piece sone things
t oget her. Heard he m ght've had sone
troubles lately.

The BARBER, his razor poised in md-air, as he regards Nathan
suspi ci ously.

BARBER

Town's got no shortage of gossip.
VWhat's in it for ne if | help you?
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NATHAN CROSS
(smling)
Well, | reckon you just got yourself a

fine piece of gold a m nute ago. How
"bout we consider this a fair trade?

The BARBER grunbl es but starts to shave Nathan's beard with a
practi ced hand.

BARBER
Ain't nmuch to say, really. Jasper kept
to hinmsel f nostly.

nat han
So, the PRECHER told ne JASPER SANDERS
had a cl ean shave | ast week.

BARBER
Oh, yes. JASPER was al ways a regul ar.
He's been here longer than | have been
inthis town. It's a damm shane what
happened. Kinda hard to believe.

NATHAN
Did he say anything to you that would
make you think he was suicidal?

BARBER
Not at all. Al he ever tal ked about
was these new notion pictures. Ever
since the first one played; he was
mesneri zed.

NATHAN
Real | y?

BARBER
Oh yeah. He even joked about how he
was going to leave it all behind and
nove to California to becone an actor
sl ash director. Watever that means.

Nat han |listens attentively as the sharp bl ade glides across
his face.

NATHAN

An actor/director? You don't say?
BARBER

Yeah, it was nice to see himalive

agai n.
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NATHAN
What do you nmean?
BARBER
Vll, he was always just a shell of a

man after his son died. He was just
ki nd of coasting by for years. But
once he saw those noving pictures. It
was |ike he lit up inside again.

The BARBER | eans in closer to Nathan, their eyes neeting in
the mrror.

BARBER
But 1'd be careful pokin' around that
hornet's nest, M. Cross. Sone fol ks
inthis town don't take kindly to
gquesti ons.

Wth that, the BARBER finishes the shave, and Nat han, now
cl ean-shaven, sits up, pondering the information.

NATHAN CROSS
(thought ful)
| appreciate your words of caution.
Now, you got any idea where | m ght
find these "unsavory types" that don't
i ke questions?

The BARBER hesitates for a nonent
BARBER
| ow voi ce

M ght wanna start with that |awer fella, Thomas Wnters.
Runmor has it he's into all the dark dealings in this town.

Nat han nods in acknow edgnment, already knowi ng Thomas Wnters
was just shot dead earlier that day.

NATHAN
| guess news doesn't travel that fast
in this town.

BARBER
VWhat ?

NATHAN
You don't say.
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NATHAN
Wel | thank you for your tine and
i nsi ght .

Nat han drops a few coins on the counter, and exits the barber
shop, leaving the BARBER/ DENTI ST to his dual trade.

cut to
ext. barbershop - day

Nat han Cross steps out into the bustling street, his m nd
filled wth new | eads as he noves forward with his
i nvestigation.

f ade out
Ext. western town - DaY

MEI LAN i s standing on the porch next to the stairs that |ead
up to the Hotel above the saloon. A group of saloon girls
stand at the stairs trying to entice gentlenen wal king by. As
RANGER BLACKWOOD approaches MElI LAN steps away so they can't
be over heard.

MEI LAN
Keep working girls.

RANGER Bl ackwood
Howdy Madane.

MEI LAN
Don't Madane nme Garrett. What are we
gonna do now? There's no way MIton is
going to give ne what | deserve.

RANGER Bl ackwood
| don't know yet MEI, but | swear to
you we'll get out of this town. get
our own little farm Just |ike you've
al ways want ed.

MEI LAN
How are we gonna do that? You're
father the mayor is never going to |et
you | eave his side. You know the only
way was to sell himthe bar. | was
still working JASPER to | eave ne
everyt hi ng. UGhh.
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Don't worry MEI, 1'IIl figure
everything out. It's going to be right
as rain.

MEI LAN

Ohh Garrett. My plans were so close. |
was waiting for just the right nonent.

RANGER Bl ackwood
Don't worry darling. Garrett wll fix
ever yt hi ng.

MEI LAN
Ever since JASPER fell in love with
notion pictures and out of |love with
the idea of settling down |'ve done
everything | can try and change his
m nd.

RANGER Bl ackwood
| just don't understand why soneone
woul d want to nove to California to
make noving pictures. Howis that a
j ob?

MEI LAN
It's all that dacmm RAVEN s fault. Her
comng close to finishing her revenge.
Maki ng JASPER feel guilty and wanting
to find sonething newto do with his
life.

RANGER Bl ackwood
Ahh, RAVEN, vyes..

RANGER BLACKWOOD strokes his chin thoughtfully.

MEI LAN
JASPER rai sed MLTON |ike he was his
own son. And by doing this | think he
satisfied that need to go settle down.
Drowning all ny hopes and dreans with
it. Finally being able to escape this
god forsaken town.

Ranger Bl ackwood
And ny overbearing father.

MVElI LAN
Yes that too. He can have this town.
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RANGER Bl ackwood
So what do we do about M LTON?

MEI LAN
Don't worry MELODY and HARMONY wi | |
take care of that. Trust ne.

RANGER Bl ackwood
Ok fine. But this NATHAN CROSS guy
poki ng around real |y unnerves ne.
dont want him digging to deep.

MEl LAN
He' Il be gone soon enough. And little
does he know.

RANGER Bl ackwood
Yes. And let's keep it that way. \Well
| have to help prepare for tonight at
nmy dad's for dinner. W should be
havi ng sone special guests. "Il et
you know what happens.

f ade out

int. nmercantile shop - day

NATHAN CRCSS enters the Mercantil e Shop and approaches the
counter. A country lady is purchasing sone bread and ot her

groceries. She's digging through her purse searching for nore
noney.

Lady
| know | have anot her quarter here
somewher e.

clerk

No worries ny lady, just bring ne back
sone of that cake you bake.

The clerk slides the change off the counter into his hand and
w nks at the |l ady. She giggles. He nakes a note in his | edger
about the purchase.

| ady
Absol ut el y honey.

The lady smles and gathers her things to | eave. Nat han
approaches the clerk.
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NATHAN
Anyt hi ng you reconmend?
CLERK
We just got sone Virginia tobacco
NATHAN
Ohh, | don't snoke. ..
Clerk
Sone CGeorgia peaches?
NATHAN
Yes perfect. |1'd | ove one.

ides hima small coin for the peach.

C erk
Need anyt hing el se?

NATHAN
Well, ny nane is NATHAN CRCSS, |'ma
private investigator.

CLERK
|"ve heard of you. Didn't you solve
the case of the exploding out houses?

NATHAN
VWell | guess ny reputation gets
around. | was hired by Jasper Sanders

to investigate his death, if he were
to di e unexpectedly.

clerk
Yes it really is quite shocki ng what
happened.

NATHAN
So, you knew JASPER?

CLERK
Absol utely. | know everyone in this
town. I"'mkind of the only store in a

50 ml e radius.

NATHAN
How | ong have you been worki ng here?

CLERK
| cane about a year after the town was
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founded in '82 so about 20 years.

NATHAN
Did you know JASPER wel | ?
CLERK
l'd like to think we were cl ose.
(pause)

There have been too many occasi ons

where | drank away ny sorrows and

sought solace in ny |ocal bartender
(pause)

Ya know for a ear to |listen and maybe

get sonme hard but much needed advi ce.

NATHAN
Do you think JASPER was sui cidal ?

CLERK
Not at all. He was stocking up in
supplies. He was tal ki ng about going
out west to California.

nat han
Do you have a record of what he | ast
bought ?

CLERK

O course. Here's ny | edger.
The clerk spins around and pushes forward the | edger

NATHAN
And when was his | ast purchase?

The clerk spins it back around and flips through it until he
finds the info he was | ooking for.

CLERK
The day before he died.

NATHAN
Well, that doesn't sound like
sonmet hing a suicidal person would do.
Buy a bunch of supplies for a journey
west .

CLERK
No, it does not.
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Nat han
Wel | thank you for your tine.

Clerk
No problem Good |uck but be carful.
Lots of hoodlunms in these parts.

53.

NATHAN tips his hat to the clerk and | eaves the Mercantile

Shop.

f ade out

EXT. HOTEL STAIRS - Day

NATHAN CRCSS approaches the singing saloon girls as they

stand on the stairs that |lead up to the Hotel Roons.

and Harnony | ead the gaggle of girls.

NATHAN
Hel | o | adi es.
nmel ody
Hey there Handsone, | really do | ove

your accent.

Har nony
Were you | ooking for a good time?

NATHAN
How ki nd of you to say.
(To MELODY)
|"mafraid not today ny dear.

(To HARMONY)

NAt han
| was hoping I could ask you | adies
sonme questions about the night JASPER
di ed?

VELODY
That's really what you're going to ask
me?

Har nony
Sure thing M. CRCSS, what was it you
were wanting to know?

NATHAN
How | ong have you been wor ki ng here?

Har nony
Oh ny, who can renmenber that?
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Thats all

mel ody
5 years.

NATHAN
How was it working for JASPER here at
t he sal oon?

nmel ody
Truly we work for MEl LAN, but we help
out around when needed. They al ways
tip us out nicely.

Har nony
Technically we used to wait tables.

nat han
What about MEl LAN, how s it working
for her?

Har nony
She's al ways taken care of us. W
probably coul dn't survive w thout her.
W& were runaways you see, promsed to
marry twin brothers fromthe nei ghbor
clan. They were both dunb as a
doornail and there was no way MELODY
and | were going to nmake that our
lives. So, we ran away together. MNEI
LAN et us wait tables and work our
way up. She didn't realize we could
sing and dance for quite a while.

NATHAN
Runaways you say.

a note.

NATHAN
what about you MELODY what how do you
think it is working for MEl LAN.

mel ody
She runs a tight ship.

she says, and he takes another note.
NATHAN

What about JASPER and MElI LAN? \Wat
was their relationship |ike?
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mel ody
They' ve been running this place
t oget her for years.

Har nony
If MIlton was |like a son, we would be
i ke the daughters of this msfit
famly.

nmel ody
A hyper dysfunctional famly.

NATHAN
I nteresting. And where were you the
ni ght JASPER di ed?

CUT TO
int. Saloon - Night 48

HARMONY t he Sal oon girl and MEl LAN the MADAME, carry out a
drunken RANGER BLACKWOOD. JASPER cl oses the door behind them
and shuts down the bar.

f ade out
EXT. HOTEL STAIRS - Day - cont 44 49

Har nony
| was hel ping MEI LAN get RANCER
BLACKWOOD TO BED. He had drunk a
little too much that night.

NATHAN
Does that happen a lot?

Har nony
Carrying Garrett home? No, he was
cel ebrating, MEl LAN was hel pi ng him

NATHAN
Cel ebrati ng?

har nony
Yeah, sonething about how he j ust
bought a ranch to settle down on.
NATHAN t akes a note
NATHAN
And after you got himto his bed?
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mel ody
Well | left MElI LAN there and headed
back to nmy quaters at the hotel.
NATHAN
You left MEI LAN there with the
RANGER?
nmel ody

Oh yes, we're a very close town.
(she wi nks at hi msuggestively.)

NATHAN t akes a note that MEl LAN and RANGER are havi ng an
affair.

Nat han
That's all?
Mel ody
Well | bunped into HARMONY in the

hal lway on ny way to ny room but after
that I went straight to bed and was
out col d.

Nat hah
She said she ran into you in the
hal | way, HARMONY, where were you
com ng fron®

| NT. Ball Room - NI GHT 50

MELODY, one of the singing saloon girl sisters, has forgotten
her boa and has cone back into an enpty ballroomto retrieve
it. It's hanging on the m crophone on the stage. She see's it
across the room and wal ks over, then takes it off. She
pretends the roomis full of people

nmel ody
| appreciate you all for com ng.
You' ve been a wonderful audience.
MELCDY starts to take a bow and when she | eans over, she
hears two nmen arguing as if it's a sound com ng from her
invisible cromd. She grabs the boa and runs off the stage.
cut BACK to
EXT. HOTEL STAIRS - Day - cont 46 51
Har nony
| had left ny boa back on the stage
and had gone back to get it.
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nat han
And you didn't see anyone el se?

har mony
| didn't see anyone else. But | did
hear two nen argui ng.

Nat hah
Can you say where it was com ng fronf
Har nony
|"mnot really sure.
Nat hah
Do you think it was from JASPER s
st udy?
Har nony

| mean | guess it could have been, but
it could have been two drunk cowboys
out si de suga.

Nat han
Vell ladies | appreciate your tine.
This was truly enlighteneing.

He | eaves themto get back to work.
f ade out
EXT. UNDERTAKER - DAY

Nat han approaches the UNDERTAKER He is trying to nove his
coffins around for his display. He notices Nathan and turns
into sal es pitch node.

UNDERTAKER

Hello there ny fine gentleman, are you
in the market for sone slightly used
cof fins?

(pause)
Do you need a bin for your next of
ki n?

(pause)
Pl ease call ne Stan.

The undertaker reaches out and shakes hi s hand.

NATHAN
What ? Slightly used?
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UNDERTAKER
Most of my stock had only been used
for a few hours, and had not been
touched by a living soul.

NATHAN
| think 1'"mgoing to pass on the
coffins but I was curious if you could
tell me about Jasper Sanders?

UNDERTAKER
Wiy are you so interested?

NATHAN
Jasper hired nme incase he were to die,
wel |, unexpectedly.

UNDERTAKER

Well sir, it's kind of hard to
remenber. There have been a | ot of
bodi es com ng through. W just got M.
Wnters our |ocal |awer.

Nat han
| need to know everything you can tel
me about the body.

Nat han under st ands a sal esnan and hands himtwo gol d coins.
This is exactly what Stan needed to change his tone and spil
his guts.

UNDERTAKER
Certainly, sir. What would you like to
know?

Nat han
Well, it was nade to | ook |ike he hung
hi msel f, but | have ny doubts. Wat do
you t hi nk?

UNDERTAKER
Well, | can tell you that there was a

brui se and a cut on the back of his
head. That could have been from a bl ow
of sone ki nd.

Nat han
And what about any signs of struggle?

UNDERTAKER
| couldn't find any evidence of a
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struggle or fight. There was not hing
under his fingernails, on his knuckles
or on his wists to suggest that.

Nat han

That's odd. And what about the snell?
UNDERTAKER

VWell, he snelled too nice, |ike

soneone washed the bl ood out of his
hair. That's not sonething you
typically see in a hanging.

Nat han
(noddi ng)
| have a feeling there's nore to this
than neets the eye.

UNDERTAKER
Are you sure you don't want a coffin?

FADE QUT

EXT. BANK - DAY

The Bounty Hunter clinbs the steps to the entrance of the
bank. Just as she reaches the top step, she is intercepted by
a well-dressed man. It is MAYOR BLACKWOOD, one of the town's
nmost powerful figures.

Mayor BLACKWOOD

Bounty Hunter, 1|'ve been | ooking for
you. | have a proposition for you.
raven

What ki nd of proposition?

Mayor BLACKWOOD
| understand you' ve been quite
successful in your |ine of work.
(pause)
| could use sonmeone with your skills.
(pause)
| m expandi ng ny operations and |
think you' d nmake a great addition to
ny team

raven
Thanks, but | prefer to work solo.

RAVEN starts to wal k away but the Mayor cuts her off.
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Mayor BLACKWOOD
| understand that, but you should al so
understand the inportance of having
friends in high places. If you don't
take nme up on ny offer, things could
get difficult for your friend, MIton.
He's just inherited the bar, and I
have reason to believe he may not be
interested in selling it. That could
cause problens for everyone invol ved.

raven
What ki nd of problens?

Mayor BLACKWOOD
Let's just say, | don't think it would
be in anyone's best interest to find
out. |'m having dinner at ny house
tonight. 1'd like to continue this
conversation over a good neal. Wat do
you say, will you join me?

raven
|"'mnot interested in dining with you.

Mayor BLACKWOOD
| understand. But consider this an
invitation, not a request. I'l|l expect
you tonight. I'll send ny carriage.

MAYOR BLACKWOOD tips his hat and wal ks away, |eaving RAVEN
with a sense of unease. She heads into the bank, determ ned
to collect her rewards and get out of town as soon as
possi bl e.

FADE OQUT

EXT. BANK - DAY

Raven i s pocketing her noney as she is | eaving the bank. She
wal ks over to the ranger station to collect her horse and

| eave town. Nathan Cross approaches as she's nounting the
hor se.

NATHAN
You woul dn't be | eaving so soon would
you?

RAVEN
| don't want anything to do with this
town. I'mfinally free.
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NATHAN
VWhat if | were to tell you it was in
your better interest to stay?
(pause)
| still have unfinished instructions
from Jasper regarding you

Nat han sees the effect of Jasper's nane on her face. He tries
tolet this info sink in.

raven
VWhat should | do for now?

NATHAN
What did the mayor say?
RAVEN
He demanded | cone to di nner and work
for him
NATHAN
Well 1'd say do that. It can only help

wth nmy investigation. Al the info I
gathered is starting to cone together
but I"'mstill mssing sonme key pieces.

Raven
I|"monly doing this for Jasper.

f ade out
I NT. Di ning Room - Ni ght

RAVEN wal ks into the dining room where MAYOR BLACKWOOD and
hi s son, RANGER BLACKWOOD, are already seated. The roomis
it by candlelight, and a spread of fine cuisine is laid out
before them

RAVEN
(Taki ng her seat)
Thank you for the invitation,
gent | enen.

MAYOR BLACKWOOD
(Sm 1ing)
O course, Raven. We're always happy
to have a guest at our table.

RANGER Bl ackwood

(Addi ng)
Especially one as beautiful as
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your sel f.

Raven smles politely but is clearly not interested in the
flattery.

RAVEN
(CGetting to the point)
So, what is it that you wanted to
di scuss with nme this evening?

MAYOR BLACKWOOD
(Leani ng forward)
| wanted to tell you about our town's
history and the exciting future we
have in store. W' ve nade a deal wth
the train conpany that's going to
change everything for us.

RAVEN
(I'ntrigued)
Real ly? Do tell.

MAYOR BLACKWOOD

(Proudly)
Well, we've convinced the train
conpany to divert their main route
t hrough our town. It'll bring in a |ot

of business and opportunities for our
residents. And at the sanme tine
profitable for nmy team of cowboys and

outlaws, |ike yourself, that pay their
tributes.
(pause)

And its run that way since | help
found this town over 20 years ago.

RANGER Bl ackwood
(Chimng in)
And ny father has kindly offered you a
job to hel p us ensure the success of
this venture.

Raven' s expression hardens as she realizes the truth behind
t he Mayor's words.

RAVEN
(Stiffly)
| see. And is this the sanme cowboys
that resulted in the death of ny son?
The train robbery that you and your
cowboy gang were responsible for?
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MAYOR BLACKWOCD
(Surprised)

Ah, | see ny reputation precedes ne.
RAVEN
(Angrily)
You bet it does. |I'Il be |eaving now.

Raven rises fromthe table, holding in her anger.
RAVEN
(Quietly)
But rest assured, |I'll be watching
you.

Wth that, Raven | eaves the dining room her thoughts focused
on her plan for revenge.

Fade out.

Ext. Sal oon - Ni ght 56
Est abl i shing shot of the Saloon. It's going off.

int. Saloon into ballroom- Ni ght 57
Ful | nmontage of the saloon. The place is junping. Saloon is

in full swing. Poker is being played. People are drinking at

the bar. Soneone conmes up and orders a drink. A continious

shot of the entire saloon that transitions into the ballroom
People sit at tables. the shot ends wth The SI NG NG SALOON

girls preformng on stage.

fade to bl ack

int. Saloon ballroom- N GHT 58

The TW N SALOON G RLS preforma duet on stage to a full
crowd.

fade out

TI TLE CARD: PART THREE

int. Saloon - Dawn 59
RANGER BLACKWOOD enters the bar, followed by MElI LAN, to find

the crime scene. MLTON is dead what appears to be from

poi sion. He is hunched over with his face down on the bar.

head to one side. foamat the nouth. glass in one hand.
bottle on the bar next to him
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RANGER BLACKWOOD
When did you find hin

MEI LAN
When | got up this norning. About a
hal f hour ago.

RANGER BLACKWOOD wal ks over and inspects the bottle. It's the
private reserve froma shelf that says DO NOT TOUCH

RANGER BLACKWOOD
Oh no, this is JASPER s private

reserve

MEl LAN
Yeah so...

RANGER BLACKWOCOD
Well, | gave himthis bottle as a
present when he went into business
t oget her.

MEI LAN
You nmean extorting himfor protection.

RANCER BLACKWOCD
Pot at oe, po-tat-toe.

MEI LAN shrugs it off annoyed.

MEI LAN
Who is going to care about that?

MEI LAN pl ayi ng dunb.

RANGER BLACKWOOD
People will think I poisoned him

mei | an
No one is going to think that.

She smrks when he's not | ooking because she knows they will.

RANGER BLACKWOCD
Si nce JASPER di ed and he inherited the
bar | guess he finally was able to try
it, since JASPER wouldn't | et anyone
have any, and he only drank it on the
nost speci al occasions. And never |et
anyone have any.
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MElI LAN
|'ve had it.

The RANCGER | ooks at her side eyed |ike he doesnt believe her.

RANGER BLACKWOOD
Real | y? When?

MEI LAN
It was our 5th anniversary.

RANGER BLACKWOOD
Well, | better go tell the undertaker.
Can you deal with NATHAN CROSS. He's
been not hing but trouble since he got
her e.

MElI LAN
It's al ready happening.

RANGER BLACKWOCOD
Shoul d have known.

f ade out
EXT. CAMPFI RE Kitchen - DAY 60

COXI E stands there with a roast on a spit this tinme. He's
gl azi ng the dead ani mal. NATHAN cross approaches.

NATHAN
Hel | o, there, chef.

COXI E
Everyone calls ne Cookie.

Nat han
Okay Cookie. My name is Nathan Cross,
and | was goi ng around town about the
ni ght JASPER SANDERS di ed. Any chance
you heard or saw anyt hi ng unusual that
ni ght .

Cooki e
It was a pretty standard ni ght for
ni ghts around these parts.
EXt. CAMPFI RE KitcheN 61

COXI E the chef is standing over a large pot on a fire. As he
stirs the pot he hears two nen yelling.
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cooki e
VWhat in the tarnation...?

He shrugs it off and continues to stir his pot.
fade to bl ack
62 EXT. CAMPFI RE Kitchen - DAY - CONT

(grabs chin to think)
| was making ny famly gunbo recipe
that night. And nothing out of the
ordi nary, no shootings or killings or
big winnings. Just a lot of
cel ebrating.

NATHAN
Go on.
cooki e
So, as | went to check onit, | heard

two nen arguing. Didn't think nuch of
it. Men in this town argue all the
tine.

NATHAN
How | ong have you been cooking for the
Bar and Hotel ?

cooki e
Onh about 8 years now. | was pushing
cattl e across the country and broke ny
leg. | ended up here cooking until
had heal ed and recovered. However, |
realized | enjoyed cooking nore than
cattle driving.

NATHAN
Can you tell me anything about JASPER
SANDERS?

cooki e

He was a fine man. Raising that

orphan. But also a fun guy. He's place
has been heard of all the way in New
O | eans.

NATHAN
Real | y?
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cooki e

He's had all kinds of entertai nnent
here in the Ballroom Theater actors,
travel i ng bands, sone strange danci ng
on toes, he even had sone singer that
j ust kept screamng in what they said
was |talian. And even those noving
pictures. People can't seemto ever
get enough entertai nment out here.

NATHAN

Do you think JASPER was sui cidal ?
COXKI E

No, not really. He didn't talk to ne

much about his personal Ilife.
NATHAN

Anyt hi ng el se you can think of?
Cooki e

No sir . I"'msorry I'mnot ruch hel p.
NATHAN

Aww no you've been wonderful, thank
you for your tinme. This snells
del i ci ous.

fade out
int. billard room- day

NATHAN CRCSS stands in the billiards roons questioning the
two | ocal s playing.

LOCAL 1
Its a shane JASPER kill ed hinsel f.

Local 2
Never seened the type.

LOCAL 1
Not after living with having a dead
son for all these years.

Local 2
Agr eed.

NATHAN
How | ong you guys been com ng here?
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LOCAL 1
|"ve been here about 4 years.

Local 2
Alittle nore than 3 for ne.

NATHAN
Did you see or hear anything unusual
the night JASPER al |l egedly killed
hi nsel f?

LOCAL 2
Al 'l egedl y?

LOCAL 1
You don't think he killed hinmsel f?

Nat han
|"mnot ready to rule out there was no
foul play.

Local 1
That was a wild night at the sal oon.

|l ocal 2
Al nbst the entire town was there.

LOCAL 1
| passed out right there in the
corner. Wke up to the Johnson's dog
l'icking nmy face.

Points to an area on the ground in the corner that night.

Nat haN
What about you sir?

Local 2
| rented a roomat the Hotel that
ni ght. ..

(he wi nks)

LOCAL 1
You dog!

nat han

Al right gents | won't take up any
nmore of your tine.

NATHAN tips his brimand | eaves the two | ocals.
f ade out
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64 INT. Library - DAY 64

NATHAN CRCSS, a seasoned Nat han, is browsing through the
shel ves in search of a book. The librarian approaches him

Li brari an
Can | help you find anything, sir?

NATHAN CROSS
Yes, actually. I'm |l ooking for a book
about poi sons.

Li brari an
Ah, we have several books on that
subject. May | ask what it's for?

NATHAN CROSS
(evasi vely)
Just a personal interest.

Li brari an
(suspi ci ously)
If you don't mnd ne asking, sir, is
this related to the recent nmurder in
t own?

NATHAN CROSS
(taken aback)
As a matter of fact, it is. I'm
i nvestigating the case. Do you know
much about the suspects?

Li brari an
"1l do ny best, M. Cross. Wat would
you |like to know?

NATHAN CROSS
"' mcurious about Mei Lan, the
beauti ful singer at the sal oon. What
do you know about her?

Li brari an
Mei Lan is a regular here. She often
cones to the library to read about
musi ¢ and practice her singing. She's
very tal ented, but she keeps to
hersel f and doesn't say nuch.

NATHAN
What about M Iton, the bartender's
adopted son and assi stant?
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Li brari an
MIlton is a hard worker, but he's
al ways been jealous of his father's
success. He wanted to inherit the bar,
but he was never going to be able to
do it on his own.

NATHAN CROSS
And what about Raven, the former wife
of the bartender and a bounty hunter?

Li brari an
Raven is a determ ned woman. She's
been hunting down bandits for years,
and she's relentless in her pursuit of
justice. She's still grieving the |oss
of her son to polio and the nedicine
that never made it to him

NATHAN
What can you tell nme about the mayor,
a man with a | ot of power and
i nfluence?

Li brari an
The mayor is a businessman, but he's
also a bit of a shady character. He's
been buying up all the land in Pine
Moore, and there's talk that he wants
to turn it into a casino once the
railroad cones through

NATHAN
And what about Ranger Bl ackwood, the
| ocal RANGER?

Li brari an
Ranger Bl ackwood is a good man. He's
al ways been fair and just, but he's
also a bit of a ladies' man. He's been
courting Mei Lan for sone tine now,
but she doesn't seeminterested.

NATHAN
And finally, the singing saloon girls.
What do you know about thenf

Li brari an
The singing saloon girls are a bit of
a wld bunch. They're always up for a
good time and they love to sing and
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She reaches over to the bookshelf and renpbves a book on

dance. They're also known to be a bit
flirtatious and to have their way with
the nen in town.

poi sonous plants. She hands it to Nathan.

NATHAN nods and dives into the book. Looking for his next

cl ue.

FADE QUT.

Li brari an
| think this is what you're | ooking
for. Poi sonous Bot any.

NATHAN
Ww. Thank you for your tine, ma'am
You' ve been nost hel pful and sone ful
of know edge.

Li brari an
O course, M. Cross. Let nme know if
there's anything else | can do for
you.

| NT. CONSERVATORY - DAY

71.

NATHAN CROSS enters the conservatory and approaches a pl ant

speci al i st.
NATHAN CROSS
Good norning, | was hoping you could
answer a few questions for ne. I'm

particularly interested in flowers
t hat are poi sonous.

PLANT SPECI ALI ST
O course, | would be happy to hel p.
What woul d you |ike to know?

NATHAN CROSS
|'ve been reading that sone flowers
contai n dangerous toxins. Can you tell
me nore about that?

PLANT SPECI ALI ST
Yes, it's true. Some flowers contain
potent toxins that can be harnful or
even fatal if ingested. For exanpl e,

the castor oil plant contains ricin, a
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hi ghl y toxic substance.

NATHAN CROSS
| see. And what about Mei Lan? |'ve
heard she cones to the conservatory
gquite often. Does she have any
interest in these types of plants?

PLANT SPECI ALI ST
Mei Lan is one of our regulars, yes.
She is very interested in horticulture
and is especially drawn to exotic and
rare species of plants. |I'mnot sure
if she has any specific interest in
toxic plants, but I wouldn't be
surprised if she does. She is quite
know edgeabl e about all sorts of

flora.

NATHAN CROSS
Thank you for your help. | appreciate
your tinme.

PLANT SPECI ALI ST
You' re welcone. If there's anything
el se | can assist you with, just |et
me know.

FADE OUT.

| NT. DI Nl NG ROOM - DAY

NATHAN CRCSS sits at a dining table with the MAYOR and RANCGER
BLACKWOOD. They are drinking and chatting, with a hint of

tension in the air.

Mayor BLACKWOOD

So, M. Cross, |'ve heard that you're
| ooking into the death of the
bart ender.

NATHAN CROSS
Yes, that's correct.

Mayor BLACKWOOD
Well, | hope you understand the
sensitivity of the situation. A lot of
people in town rely on the sal oon for
their livelihood. W don't want any
nore trouble or negative attention.
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NATHAN CROSS
| understand your concerns, Mayor. But
| was hired to get to the bottom of
this, and | intend to do just that.

Mayor BLACKWOOD
| see.
(pauses)
Wel |, perhaps we can conme to sone sort
of agreenment. A little extra incentive
for you to wap things up quickly and
keep things quiet.

NATHAN rai ses an eyebrow, intrigued.

Mayor BLACKWOCD
Nat han, let nme be frank. This
i nvestigation of yours is causing
quite a stir in our little town.
Peopl e are getting nervous and it's
not good for business. I"'mwlling to
make it worth your while if you just
drop it and | eave Pine More.

NATHAN CROSS
And what sort of incentive are you
of fering, Mayor?

Mayor BLACKWOOD
Let's just say that you'll be well
taken care of if you choose to close
this case and nove on

RANGER BLACKWOOD wat ches t he exchange, his expression
unr eadabl e.

NATHAN CROSS
I"'mafraid | can't accept your offer,
Mayor. My job is to uncover the truth,
not to sweep things under the rug. |
was hired by JASPER SANDERS and |
intend to see this through to the end.

RANGER BLACKWOOD
My father is being generous, Cross.
You don't want to nmake enem es here.
You're not fromaround these parts and
you don't understand how t hi ngs worKk.

NATHAN CROSS
Enem es can be useful in uncovering
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the truth. 1've learned a lot from
peopl e who didn't want to tal k. Tel

me, what do you know about the
deceased' s ex-wi fe, the bounty hunter?

RANGER BLACKWOCOD
| know she's been hunting down bandits
for years, but what does that have to
do with anyt hi ng?

NATHAN CROSS
It could be a notive for nmurder. She's
t he kind of person who woul dn't
hesitate to get her hands dirty for
t he sake of justice.

Mayor BLACKWOOD
Now hold on a m nute, Nathan. W don't
want to junmp to any concl usions. There
are plenty of other suspects in this
case.

NATHAN CROSS
That's true, but | have to start
somewhere. Thank you for the drink
gentlenmen. | think |I've finished ny
i nvestigation and I'm gonna need
everyone to cone back to the sal oon

NATHAN CRGOSS finishes his drink and gets up fromthe table,
| eavi ng the MAYOR and RANGER BLACKWOCD behi nd.

FADE QUT
int. Sal oon ballroom- Day 67

Al'l parties are back at the table where the wll was read.
HARLAN, RAVEN, MElI LAN, and RANGER BLACKWOOD sit on one side
and THE Nat han NATHAN CRCSS sits on the other side.

NATHAN
| appreciate you all for com ng back.
| wanted you all to know that | have
conpl eted ny investigations behind
this bazar string of nurders. Yes
mur ders. \Whet her accidental, or on
pur pose, people did die.

RANGER BLACKWOOD

Real |y, MR CROSS. This should be
i nteresting.
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NATHAN
Well to begin RANGER BLACKWOOD t hi s
tragedy is not that sinple. | need to
start fromthe begging and explain the
series of events that |led up to these
unfortunate | osses of life.

NATHAN
JASPER sanders a successful barkeep
and sal oon owner has becone i nfatuated
W th noving pictures.
(pause)
"' mnot sure why and | don't think
they will be nore than a fad.

int. ballroom- night - flashback 68

JASPER SANDERS is seeing a fil mbeing projected for his first
tinme.

int. Sal oon ballroom- Day- cont 69

NATHAN
This new | ove has driven himto
rethink life. Around the sane tinme the
rail road has decided to nmake this town
one of its next stops. JASPER starts
getting offers and he gets this wld
i dea that he could maybe do sonething
else with his [ife. not just settle
down and becone another farner. al
over again. and he knows it's rough
out there raising a famly and there's
no way he can guarantee their safety,
i ke he | earned so hard before.

int. study - day 70

MAYOR BLACKWOOD and ANOTHER ARI STOCRAT are maki ng JASPER
SANDERS an offer of a bag of cash and he sits behind his desk
shaki ng hi s head no.

int. Sal oon ballroom- Day - CONT 71

NATHAN
But this is what MEl LAN has al ways
want ed and dreaned of. She realized
their dreans were no |onger |ining up.
This is when MEI LAN started seeing
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RANGER BLACKWOCOD i n secret.
int. study - day - flashback

MEI LAN stands in the doorway watching jasper turn down the
offers and is getting upset.

int. Saloon ballroom- Day - CONT

MEI LAN
What do you nean? | was a | oyal
girlfriend and conpani on.

RANGER Bl ackwood
There's no reason trying to hide it
anynore. He's dead. Who cares. He
never knew.

NATHAN
Oh on the contrary, that's where
you' re wong. JASPER had caught on to
your infidelities |long ago. Both were
noted in your folders he sent ne. Like
| said JASPER was al ways the smartest
man in this town. But he trusted the
wr ong peopl e.

RANGER Bl ackwood
Just because we were having an affair
doesn't nean we killed JASPER. ..
right?

NATHAN
Pl ease, let nme go on

Nat han

Let's skip over JASPER and tal k about
t he poi soned bottle. It sounds |ike
JASPER had not drank any of it since

| ast New Years. So sonetinme between
New Years and yesterday the bottle had
to have been poi soned. Since the only
people that truly have access to it
woul d be M LTON and the SI NG NG SALOON
sisters. And we All know MLTON didn't
poi son hinself after inheriting the
bar. MEl LAN knew RANGER BLACKWOOD
gave JASPER this bottle and people
woul d suspect him And who does all of
MEI LAN s biddi ng? Mel ody and Har nony.
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int. Saloon - Night - flashback 74

MELCODY keeps a | ook out as HARMONY poi sions the bottle of
speci al reserve whisky that has a big sign "DO NOT TOUCH'

int. Saloon ballroom- Day - CONT 75

nmel ody

MEI LAN sai d nobody woul d ever know it

was us.
Har nony

She said she was going to nmake our

lives a living hell if we didn't do

it.
NATHAN

So, there you have that nystery
expl ai ned. The SI STERS were forced
into spiking the bottle.

NATHAN
MEI LAN has wanted not hing nore than
to escape this town for a long tine.
The bar woul d have been hers until
JASPER adopted M LTON. M LTON was
JASPER s focus after his son died. He
treated MLTON |i ke the son he never
got to have. She knew peopl e woul d
suspect RANGER BLACKWOOD and help free
her fromhaving to be with him

RANGER Bl ackwood
You no good for nothing...

RANGER BLACKWOOD gets up but the other nen step into restrain
him RAVEN gives hima | ook that puts himin his place. He
sits back down

NATHAN
So. ..
cut to
int. Sal oon ballroom- Day 76
NATHAN

So that brings us back to the scene of
the crime. The MJURDER of JASPER
SANDERS
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NATHAN
When investigating the crine scene. |
noti ced everything was too clean. Too
orderly. Not sonmething a nan about to
take his owmn life would surely do.

int. study - day - flashback 77

NATHAN CRCSS is investigating the crinme scene. He notices a
spot of blood on the candl estick. He touches the ash tray and
notices the ash isn't from snoking but from paper.

NATHAN
After speaking with the UNDERTAKER
| earned JASPER had a |large bunp with a
cut on the back of his head. And his
hair snmelled extrenely clean. Like he
had just washed it.

NATHAN
THE SI NG NG SALOON G RLS heard JASPER
and MLTON get into an argunent. This
argunent was no ot her than JASPER
telling MLTON that he wasn't going to
get the bar and that he was giving it
to his ex-wife RAVEN. M LTON had gone
to confront JASPER about it after
getting an apology note that said I'm
Sorry.

int. study - day - flashback 78

MLTON is holding the note in his hand waving his arns
argui ng wi th JASPER

int. Saloon ballroom- Day - CONT 79
NATHAN

When M LTON coul dnt convi nce JASPER to

change his m nd and JASPER turned his

back.
int. study - day - flashback 80
JASPER turns his back and rubs his tenples shaking his head.
MIton | ooks at the candle stick

Mlton's hand reaches over and grabs it.

Ml ton's hand goes back with the candl estick and he swings it
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t hrough the air.
int. Saloon ballroom- Day - CONT 81

NATHAN
M LTON grabbed the candle stick and
hit JASPER over the head. Not
intending to kill him however, JASPER
stunbl ed backwards and fell, neck
| andi ng on his chair, breaking it,
killing himinstantly.

int. study - day - flashback 82

JASPER i s holding his head. He stunbles back trips falls and
breaks his neck on the chair. MLTON stands there dunbfounded
with the candlestick in his hand.

NATHAN (V. o0.)
M LTON now realizing JASPER was dead
went to make sure that it | ooked |ike
a suicide. MLTON cl eaned the site.

MONTAGE of M LTON cl eaning up the crine scene. washes the
bl ood out the hair, hangs the rope, noves the chair.

Washed out the blood fromhis hair. He
hung a rope, noved the chair, and nade
t he broken neck appear to have
happened from a hangi ng. He snuck out
t he back and secured an alibi. But not
before burning the nost current wll
and leaving the "I"msorry" note

behi nd.

M LTON burns the copy of the will and puts it in the ash
tray. He tears the rest of the note off and | eaves the only
part that sinply reads "I'm Sorry" on the desk to look like a
sui cide note. He burns the rest.

cut to
int. Saloon ballroom- Day - CONT 83

NATHAN
So, in ny original note from JASPER
he told nme where | could find the
| atest copy of his wll, if he was
kill ed unexpectedly. Thats where |
found this Note and this sealed wll
hidden in his study in a fal se book.
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NATHAN
He wote, 'l have called all of you
here because | have sonet hing
important to share with you. | have

been keeping a cl ose eye on each and
every one of you, and | know your
deepest secrets and darkest desires.
Everyone tal ks to the bartender. But,
before I reveal ny will, | want to
make sure that you understand the

wei ght of your actions and the
consequences that cane with them"

NATHAN
"The reason for this decision is that
RAVEN has al nost hunted down all those
responsi ble for the death of our son,
and now she will no |onger have a
purpose. | want her to have sonething
to keep her busy and fulfilled, and
the saloon will be a perfect fit for
that. I want her to know how much |
care for her and her future.

NATHAN
"l the BARTENDER being in sound body
and m nd do hereby direct that ny
br ot her HARLAN can have the famly
recipe. All nmy other assets both
liquid and otherwise, | leave in their
entirety to nmy ex-wife, RAVEN. Signed
and notarized JASPER SANDERS. January
11, 1903."

NATHAN

This will is dated later than the wll
that left everything to MLTON, and
the will has the sane date ny letter
was post ed.

(pause)
It appears that soneone or sone people
didn't want this will to see the |ight
of day. Specifically... MIlton.

int. Sal oon ballroom- Day

NATHAN
So, | waited until now to show you al
the nost current will. Signed and
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notarized a few nonths ago. Leaving
everything, besides the famly recipe,
to his ex-wife RAVEN, for her

dedi cation to bringing justice to
their son and his nenory.

Raven
| think this town is already giving ne
a new sense of purpose.

Raven
It wasn't until the other night when
you had me over for dinner that you
let slip that you had been supporting
t he cowboys all along and the LAWER
was your man during the tine of ny
son's death. You made nme think 1'd
gotten revenge wth everyone, when
there was al ways one nore out there
pulling all the strings in the
shadows. Wl | Mayor? What do you say?

Mayor BLACKWOOD
Well darling, | used to think you were
as dunb as can be, but it |ooks |like
you've finally figured ne out.

RAVEN goes to grab her gun and end his |ife, but she stops.

RAVEN
| think it's time we take this
outside. | think we have a score to

settle.
MAYOR BLACKWOOD and RAVEN go outside for a showdown.
cut to
ext. Sal oon - Dusk
MAYOR BLACKWOOD and RAVEN are standi ng 20 paces apart.
Staring each other down. MAYOR BLACKWOOD starts doing al

ki nds of gun tricks and puts the gun back in his hol ster.
They stare each other down. They are about to draw their guns

when a stagecoach conmes out of nowhere and runs over killing
t he MAYOR
RAVEN
Wel |, that was unexpect ed.

The town rejoices. Everyone | ooks over at the stagecoach to
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reveal a kid was driving.

kl D
It was an accident | swear.

The townspeopl e | augh. They run over and rub the kid on the
head.

RAVEN
First thing to do is appoint a new
RANGER.

Al the town | ooks over at RANGER BLACKWOOD

RAVEN
You' ve got two choices here. Leave
town and everything here to the
people. O stay here, forever, in the
ground over there. Next to where we'l|
put your dad.

RANGER Bl ackwood
But 1"'mthe | aw around these parts.

RAVEN rips off his RANGER badge.

RAVEN
Not anynore. So, what's it gonna be?

RANGER BLACKWOOD rel ents and runs off.

raven
| f anyone see's your face around here
again. You' re gonna wind up six feet
under .

RAVEN
MEI LAN. You're fired. Take your tone-
deaf twins with you.

RAVEN
HARLAN, you want this? You' ve al ways
been a man of honor.

She offer's HARLAN t he RANCER badge.
HARLAN
That's m ghty generous of you ma' am

but I have ny own destiny to follow.
Kentucky is ny hone.
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HARLAN shakes RAVEN s hand, holds up the famly recipe,
kisses it, puts it away safely with extrene care.
har| an
| need to report back to ny post.
Y all stay safe now you hear.

HARLAN nounts his horse and rides out of town.

raven
Everyone inside, drinks are on ne!

VAV t ownspeopl e

Everybody heads into the saloon to cel ebrate.
f ade out
int. Sal oon - Day 86

The whol e town cel ebrates with RAVEN behi nd the bar serving
drinks. She's found her new |ife. She hangs up her guns.

ext. Sal oon - Dusk 87
The Nat han exits the bar and nounts his horse.

cut to

Ext. western countryside - Dusk 88
The Nat han rides off into the sunset.

f ade out

TI TLE CARD: THE END

fade out

CREDI TS
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