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Education 

Brigham Young University 

1995- Bachelors of Arts  Major: American Studies 

Publications 

Books:  

Star Shining Brightly (Cedar Fort, 2006) 

Reasonable Doubt (Cedar Fort, 2007) 

Pickup Games (Cedar Fort, 2009) 

The Huaca (Cedar Fort, 2013) 

Where I Belong (Lerner Books, 2021) 

The Weight of Everything (Lerner Books, 2023) 

Awards  

 TAYSHAS Reading List, Winner, 2023 

California Young Reader Medal Nominee, Nominated, 2023 

Pura Belpré Young Adult Author Honor, Commended, 2022 

In the Margins: Best Books for Teens, Winner, 2022 

Writer's League of Texas Discovery Prize Winner, 2022 

Texas Institute of Letters, Jean Flynn Award for Best Young Adult Book, Finalist, 2022 

Children's Book Committee at Bank Street College Best Children's Book of the Year, 

Winner, 2022 

Skipping Stones Honor Award, Short-listed, 2022 

Award ILA Children's and Young Adult Book Award in Fiction, Commended, 2022 

Notable Award Kirkus Best Teen Books of the Year, Winner, 2021 

Whitney Awards, Finalist, 2022 
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Memberships 

 
  Texas Institute of Letters 

 

  Las Musas 

 

  Storymakers Guild  

 

Appearances 

 
  Librarypalooza, 2022 

  

  San Antonio Book Festival, 2022, 2023 

 

  Teen Bookfest By the Bay, 2016, 2020, 2022 

   

  Texas Library Association, 2021, 2022 

 

  American Library Association, 2022 


