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The stars align
at SXSW 2024

By MIKE BRANNON
; grapty CHRIS CANTOYA
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It's hard to believe now that
South by Southwest (SXSW)

was once just an up-and-coming
Central Texas music festival. Now,
as the largest music, film and
multimedia festival in the world,
SXSW Is the preeminent, drop-
what-you're-doing destination,
placing Texas firmly on the world
stage of creativity.

Mow ir its 37U year, SXSW I8 8 powsrhouse well beyand whst

suld've been imagined i BET, 85 music, Mm g teractive
Lechnalogy have progressed in wiys unfathemable nesrly
four decades ago. Every year has brosght BN everexpandng
lineup of talent, eapeckally o mus e = Uhe festival's cgenal
purpose. This year akone hosted mate than 2,000 officlal
performerns from 60 counteies n just 11 days

Just & few of the artists whe were “discovered” st SXSW
are Amy Winehause, Nerah Jones, The White Striges snd The
Strokes. Janelle Mende, Haim and John Mayer also benefited

from SXSW performances ey n Lheir careers

Saoema highlights fram this years music festival include
performances by the legendary Bootay Collive and breskout
artist Estevie, winner of the 2024 Gruke Prize for Developing
U5 Act, shorg with & keynote presentation by The Black Keys.

This years film festival festured keynotes by Sydney
Sweenay, Dev Patel and Daisy Rucley, as well as the premieves
of Skl W, starring Kirsten Dunst; The Fal Guy, starring
Fyan Gosling and Emily Blunt Monkey Man, starming Patel;
and mmoculore, SLAFTING Swiseney.

Bacges for 2025 are aiready avallsble. Next March wil

come fast

Texas: “You're welcome.”




