CAUSE LOOKING FOR LANGSTON

almost centered portly man

who considers fine thin edges

black against blue

defined, sustained as pain,

calls in convergence

views fluid’s touched transit to/from

liquid to floating droplets in air

granules not unlike bloodshed, red-blown waves
upon dunes of twinkling crystal quartz silica
with light support where needs arise

he awaits, headache maybe flagging,

a single black star seeking a united state

Ruby City Museum: Dreaming Red (from True South), 2009. Isaac Julien (b. 1960). Duratran photograph
in LED light box 47 x 59 x 5 in. Artist is inspired by poet Langston Hughes.




SOLITARY SOUL

smiles with topsy turvy thoughts

of all those formerly coupled routines
done equally as well, backwards,
high on heels, tippy toeing

while her flatted florsheim partners
made noise with seeming poise.

Her use-ta-be shapely legs flirted in,
peeked out of flimsy veiling,
swirling with eye delight for him,
danger for her to trip, fall, break.
Not just Ginger, all stilettoed

sisters of strut. Dogs barking,

now she rests,

with thanks

for memories, soft turf,

some sensible heels.

The McNay Art Museum: The Sole Sitter, 2013. Willlie Cole (b. 1955). Bronze sculpture on grounds. 72 x
27 x 42 in. Museum purchase with funds from the Russell J. Rogers Fund for the Arts.



SUNDAY RIDING

this must depict their Easter
girls dressed in matching frilly finest
cantering their mounts

by Mission San Jose

in dappled Sunday light

of risen sun.

centuries and worlds away

from obligatory grandma visit
following our Mass

when after Sunday dinner

we urban littler girls were led

on horseback round a pony track
three circles for a quarter

all these days gone by

The Briscoe Western Art Museum: Sunday Riding at Mission San Jose, 2014. Gladys Roldan-de-Moras
(b. 1965). Qil on linen. 36 x 48 in. 42 % x 54 '; in. framed. Briscoe Western Art Museum Permanent
Collection. Gift of Marrs McLean Bowman in Memory of His Mother Ruth McLean Bowman Bowers.



